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MINUTES 
 

 
The Moon Township Board of Supervisors, Allegheny County, met in regular session at the 
Moon Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township, PA 15108.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, 
Chairman Marvin Eicher presiding. Supervisors present: Mr. Eicher, Mr. Sinatra, Mr. Vitale, and 
Mr. Hertzer. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ACTION ITEMS:   (There were none.) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Action Item—Approval of the minutes of the Workshop Meetings of December 14, 2011, and 
January 25, 2012, Regular Meeting of February 1, and Special Meeting of February 6, 2012, 
which were distributed to the Board of Supervisors for their approval. Motion made by Mr. Vitale, 
seconded by Mr. Hertzer. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

Departmental reports and public meeting minutes as received are available for public review at 
the Township Office and may be obtained from the Township web site.  
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
Ms. Creese said that she had three things that she wanted to talk about. The first item is the 
status of the Allegheny County reassessments.  Within the next week it is anticipated that Moon 
Township property owners will be receiving their reassessed values from Allegheny County. The 
reassessed figures will also be posted on Allegheny County’s web site. The new assessed 
values will not affect tax bills until 2013. Moon Township’s property tax bills will be mailed on 
April 1, 2012 using the 2012 tax rate, which is unchanged at 3.28 mills. Property owners who 
are interested in appealing their new assessments to prepare for the 2013 increase need to act 
quickly as the deadline for filing the appeal is April 2, 2012. As a taxing body, Moon Township 
will also need to take action on the new assessments before the 2013 tax year. For more 
information see the web site of the property tax collector Cathy Tress at www.moontaxoffice.us 
or the Township Office. The Township understands that this process is very confusing to our 
residents and will be happy to help them understand this process. 
 
Ms. Creese advised residents of the recent closing of the Ambridge/Aliquippa Bridge. The 
PennDOT-posed detour is the Sewickley Bridge and she gave dates for the expected detour. 
There will also be projects that will contribute to traffic congestion in the area. PennDOT is also 
scheduled to repave Route 65 from the Sewickley Bridge to the Beaver County line. Duquesne 
Light will also be replacing poles in the Edgeworth area. Beaver County, who is funding the 
project, has provided police traffic control in the area of the bridge detour. We urge residents to 
use caution and adjust their drive times. 
 
Ms. Creese congratulated Moon Township’s Communications Director Meghan McNamara and 
her department head Jim Koepfinger, Director of MCA-TV, as Moon Township was recently 
awarded two awards in the annual 44th Pennsylvania State Association of Township 
Supervisors’ Citizen Communication Contest. Moon Township received first place in the Class 1 
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Newsletters category for the Moon Township Messenger and second place for the electronic 
newsletter. These awards are very important to the Township because it represents our 
commitment to keeping our residents informed about important programs and services. It is also 
bittersweet because Meghan McNamara recently left the Township for another career 
opportunity. Later in the meeting, we will be appointing Meghan’s replacement. On behalf of the 
Township and Board of Supervisors, we congratulate Meghan and Jim for this prestigious 
award. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

A. Ms. Creese advised citizens that the Moon Township Volunteer Fire Department’s 
annual fish fry will continue throughout Lent on Fridays from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

B. Ms. Creese said that MCA-TV will present its annual Public Awareness Weekend this 
month. This live program will air from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, March 23, and continue 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday, March 24. Public Awareness Weekend features live 
interviews with representatives from a variety of nonprofit organizations in our area. Tune 
in on Comcast channel 14 or Verizon channel 35 to learn about programs, services and 
volunteer opportunities.  

C. Ms. Creese announced that beginning January 24, 2013, the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection has mandated that no person may dispose of the following 
devices or device components with their regular garbage collection. These devices and 
their components include televisions, computers, computer monitors, and computer 
peripherals. These devices must be properly recycled and may not be taken to or 
accepted by landfills. For more information, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us, keyword: 
Electronics Recycling. In preparation of this new state regulation, Moon Township has 
increased the number of electronic collection events. In addition to the June 2nd 
Recycling Day event, Moon Township will hold electronics collections on Saturday, 
March 31, July 28, and October 27, 2012. The electronics collection will be held in front 
of the Municipal Building at 1000 Beaver Grade Road from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
additional events are for electronics only. No tires or construction materials will be 
collected.  Please check the Moon Township website for updates or contact Lora 
Dombrowski at 412-262-1700. 

D. Ms. Creese recognized Parks & Recreation Director Dana Kasler who announced 
Moon’s Independence Day Headline Performer. He thanked Mr. and Mrs. Ray Pronto 
of Moon Township and said that the headline performer will be Thomas Rhett. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Foxwood Knolls 

 Public Hearing – Foxwood Knolls waiver request 

Mr. Eicher opened the public hearing on the Foxwood Knolls waiver request. Mr. 
Lucas outlined the waiver being requested. Those wishing to give public testimony 
were sworn in by the court reporter. Mr. Lucas listed the documents that will be 
entered into the record. The applicant, John Solo from Ryan Homes, made a 
presentation on the waiver request, explaining why the request is being made. As 
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stated at the workshop meeting they have made several attempts to contact the 
adjoining property owner to no avail. Following questions/comments from the 
Board, Mr. Eicher called for a motion to close the public hearing. Motion made by 
Mr. Sinatra and seconded by Mr. Hertzer. All Supervisors present voting yes, 
motion carried 4-0. 

 Action Item – Mr. Eicher called for a motion to approve/deny the Foxwood Knolls 
Planned Residential Development (PRD) Phase 1 Perimeter Building Line request 
for a waiver from the 50 foot perimeter building line requirement of §208-
1312.D(3)(a) of the Township Zoning Ordinance in order to permit a 25 foot 
perimeter building line for Lots 156, 157 and 158 of Phase 1 of the Foxwood Knolls 
PRD, which will correspond with the proposed 25 foot rear setback on these lots, 
as filed by Maronda Inc. Mr. Sinatra made a motion that this action be tabled until 
the Board’s next workshop meeting and have someone from the Township try to 
reach out to the adjoining property owner. We would only be deferring this until the 
next workshop meeting, not the next regular meeting. Mr. Eicher seconded the 
motion. The applicant was agreeable to tabling the vote until the March 28, 2012 
workshop meeting of the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Lucas clarified that the 
Township’s only role is only to attempt to contact the adjoining property owner that 
the applicant has attempted to contact them regarding this waiver request, per the 
requirements of the ordinance, but to no avail. The Township will not be discussing 
the waiver request with the adjoining property owner. All Supervisors present 
voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

B. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to adopt Resolution R-9-2012 under Section 
147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code as requested and recommended by the Moon 
Industrial Development Authority for the Children’s Home of Pittsburgh. Motion made by 
Mr. Vitale and seconded by Mr. Sinatra. Mr. Eicher asked Ms. Creese for an explanation 
of this motion. Ms. Creese said that from time to time the Board approves resolutions 
brought forth by MIDA. She read MIDA’s mission statement and purposes. The most 
important thing to realize is that the projects financed by MIDA are not supported by the 
general credit or taxing power of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Township or 
any other political subdivision. They are entirely supported by the credit of the enterprise 
that is receiving the benefit of the tax-free financing. All Supervisors present voting yes, 
motion carried 4-0. 

B. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to award the Beaver Grade Road / Thorn 
Run Road Traffic Signal Modification, Sidewalk, & Handicap Ramp Project to one of the 
following two bidders, as recommended by the Township Engineer in his letter dated 
February 28, 2012: 

If the Township awards the Base Bid only – to Traffic Systems and Services for 
$42,844.75; or 
If the Township awards the Base Bid and Alternate 1 – to Michael Facchiano 
Contracting, Inc. for $94,569.90. 

Mr. Petroccia explained that the alternate bid is the sidewalk from the Municipal Building 
around the front of the Public Safety Building with two ADA ramps and two more ADA 
ramps across Beaver Grade Road. The sidewalk would continue up Beaver Grade and 
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connect to the existing sidewalk in front of the credit union. In all, there would be six ADA 
ramps and 1,730’ feet of sidewalk in the alternate bid.  

Mr. Vitale made a motion to award the base bid and Alternate 1 for the traffic light and 
sidewalks to Michael Facchiano Contracting in the amount of $94,569.90. Motion was 
seconded by Mr. Hertzer. Mr. Eicher said that the traffic signal part of the bid is to install 
the left-turn arrows in all four directions at this signal. All Supervisors present voting yes, 
motion carried 4-0. 

D. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to approve the request of Youngblood 
Paving, Inc. to withdraw its bid on the 2012 Roadway Improvement Program Contract in 
accordance with Section 16.2 of the Bid Instructions, on the basis that the bid contained 
a material and substantial mistake, as recommended by the Township Engineer and 
Solicitor. Mr. Lucas explained that there were six bids received last week for the 2012 
roadway improvement work on March 1. On March 2 the Township received notification 
that Youngblood, the apparent low bidder, was requesting to withdraw its bid on the 
basis that they made a miscalculation on two of the line items. The bid specification 
prepared by Michael Baker allowed a contractor to withdraw a bid if there has been a 
mathematical error or clear omission made. After review by himself, the Township 
Engineer and other Township officials, that was found to be the case. As a result, Mr. 
Lucas said it is their recommendation that the contractor be allowed to withdraw the bid. 
Mr. Petroccia explained why it is also his recommendation to allow this bid to be 
withdrawn. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra and seconded by Mr. Vitale. All Supervisors 
present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

 
E. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to award the bid for the 2012 Roadway 

Improvement Program to El Grande Industries for a base bid of $1,022,314.50 as 
recommended by the Township Engineer. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra and seconded by 
Mr. Hertzer. Mr. Petroccia said that he checked El Grande’s qualifications and received 
positive feedback from other municipalities on their work.  All Supervisors voting yes, 
motion carried 4-0. 

F. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to reject the bids of E-One, Inc. and 1st Out 
Specialty Vehicles & Equipment, LLC. (a/k/a Crimson Fire) for the Moon Township 
Volunteer Fire Department Multi-Purpose Emergency Response Vehicle on the basis 
that those bids were materially non-responsive to the bid specifications. Motion made by 
Mr. Sinatra and seconded by Mr. Hertzer. Mr. Lucas explained that a very detailed set of 
specifications were put together for this bid by the Fire Chief. This was bid once and 
there were some irregularities and all bids were rejected. He explained what occurred 
during the bidding for this vehicle and why those bids should be rejected. All Supervisors 
present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

G. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to award the bid for the Moon Township 
Volunteer Fire Department Multi-Purpose Emergency Response Vehicle to Pierce 
Manufacturing in the amount of $606,312.00 (with Prepayment Option No. 2) as 
recommended by the Township Manager and Fire Chief. Mr. Lucas said that the bid 
documents were set up in a way that payment could take place at the end or there could 
be prepayment within 60 days of the execution of the contract. After consultation with the 
Finance Department, it made more sense to go with the prepayment option. By using the 
prepayment option, the amount would actually be $589,782.00. Motion made by Mr. 
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Hertzer and seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 
4-0. 

H. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to approve an agreement with the Moon 
Area School District, in a form acceptable to the Township Solicitor, for the transfer of 
the Township Carnot Garage Property located at 548 Carnot Road to the Moon Area 
School District, as contemplated by the original deed to the property, and to authorize 
the appropriate Township officials to take any actions necessary to effectuate such 
agreement. Motion made by Mr. Vitale and seconded by Mr. Hertzer. Mr. Eicher 
explained that this area behind the vacant hardware store at the corner of Beaver Grade 
Road and Carnot Road has been used by the Township for many years for the Carnot 
Garage. There is an opportunity for that property to be developed for commercial 
development. According to the deed that goes back many years with the school district, 
the Township had use of the property as long as it was being used for Township 
purposes. If we discontinued using it, it would revert back to the school district. In order 
for this property to be sold for development, the property has to go back to the school 
district and they dispose of it. We have worked out an agreement and it is the goal of the 
Board of Supervisors to have that area developed for two primary reasons:  (1) it is an 
eyesore; and (2) if developed, it puts the property back on the tax rolls. As a result, we 
have worked out an agreement with the school district. Mr. Lucas said that any 
environmental remediation would fall on the shoulders of the developer with appropriate 
protections for the Township. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

I. Action Item—Mr. Eicher called for a motion to extend an offer of employment to Alexis 
Sergeant for the position of Communications Director at an annual salary of $29,500 
effective March 12, 2012. Motion made by Mr. Vitale and seconded by Mr. Sinatra. Ms. 
Creese said that Meghan McNamara resigned from the Township about four or five 
weeks ago to accept another position. The Township began a search for another 
Communications Director. Ms. Sergeant is the recommendation from the Township 
Administration. Ms. Sergeant is available to start immediately. All Supervisors present 
voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS:  

Mr. Eicher called for a motion to pay the bills [check no. 10187 through check no. 10391, 
EFTs, and Capital Reserve check no. 1344 through check no. 1356]. Motion made by Mr. 
Vitale and seconded by Mr. Hertzer.  All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

 (There were none.) 

REMARKS FROM THE SUPERVISORS: 

Mr. Hertzer said that he is pleased to see there is potential for development in the Beaver Grade 
Road/Carnot Road area. It is certainly going to improve the look of the Township and it is 
always good to add development to the tax base. 

Mr. Vitale said that he would like to read remarks from the Board of Supervisors on the recently 
announced closure of the 911th Airlift Wing and the reduction of aircraft from the 171st Air 
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Refueling Wing. The 911th and 171st are a major part of the entire region. It is unacceptable to 
our Township that the Air Force announced the reductions of these units with such swiftness 
that we had no role in the discussion. The Board was encouraged by immediate and non-
partisan support by all of our Congressional delegations who spoke on our behalf. He thanked 
Senator Casey and Senator Toomey as well as Representatives Tim Murphy, Jason Altmeyer, 
Mike Doyle and Mark Critz for their efforts to preserve the 911th. The Township is also grateful 
to the Military Affairs Coalition of Western Pennsylvania and the Pittsburgh Area Chamber of 
Commerce for leading the coalition of military retirees, businesses and volunteers fighting on 
behalf of this cause. The Board urges all citizens of the Township and our region to be heard on 
this decision that affects the bravest members of our community and their families. More 
information can be found on www.macwpa.org or facebook.com/macwpa.  

Mr. Sinatra said that he agrees with what Mr. Vitale has said. He encouraged residents to 
support the 911th. It is an integral part of Moon Township that a lot of brave military personnel 
have called their home. We as a community have to work to protect them as they have 
protected us. Earlier in this evening’s meeting we talked about this year’s road paving program. 
He asked how the affected residents would be notified. Ms. Creese said that the Township gets 
the word out on the list of roads to be paved in a variety of ways, including the Township web 
site and the Township newsletters (both in print and electronically). Residents living on the 
particular streets included in the program will also see specific information on when their streets 
will be paved and any detours or closures. Mr. Sinatra said that tonight we also discussed the 
Beaver Grade Road/Thorn Run Road intersection which is a great accomplishment and should 
help alleviate traffic congestion. But he wanted to mention about the Beaver Grade 
Road/Montour Run Road intersection as well. This Board is working diligently to find a solution 
for problems at this intersection. We do have some money from the development at Sonoma 
Ridge. However, it is not enough to complete the project. The Board has discussed this 
intersection at several meetings. As evidenced by the Thorn Run intersection improvements, 
these things take time and we want to make sure that it will be done right. Lastly, since last 
December he has been asking our solicitor to watch his billing to the Township. He has 
confidence that our solicitor will continue to do this. Our litigation is slowly going away so we 
should see our legal bill dropping. 

Mr. Eicher said that he wanted comment on something that Ms. Creese mentioned which is the 
closure of the Ambridge Bridge and its impact on the Sewickley Bridge. He has already received 
comments on the traffic patterns. Unfortunately, this is a PennDOT project and it is not the 
Township of Moon who decides how the traffic will be routed. He asked Chief McCarthy for his 
comments. Chief McCarthy said that what is going on there is unprecedented. There are three 
officers doing traffic control on the Sewickley side of the bridge as there are three traffic lights 
there. The officer on our side is in direct communication with the officers on the other side of the 
bridge. We are giving motorists the best possible service under the circumstances.  The need 
for police officers for traffic control will be re-evaluated after a two week period. We will continue 
to keep a close eye on the traffic to see if we need to seek additional funding for the traffic 
control effort. 
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There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Janet L. Sieracki 
 Assistant Municipal Secretary 
 

 

 


