
 

 

 Regular Meeting 
 April 6, 2011 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Moon Township Board of Supervisors, Allegheny County, met in regular session at the 
Moon Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township, PA 15108.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, 
Chairman Jim Vitale presiding. Supervisors present: Mr. Vitale, Mr. Sinatra, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. 
Eicher and Mr. Gribben. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ACTION ITEMS:  

(There were none.) 

Mr. Vitale said that prior to this meeting the Board met in executive session at 6:00 p.m. to 
discuss personnel issues and legal matters. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Action Item—Approval of the minutes of the Special Meeting of February 16, Workshop 
Meeting of February 23 and Regular Meeting of March 2, 2011, which were distributed to 
the Board of Supervisors for their approval. Motion made by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded 
by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

Reports as they were received will be available for public review for 24 hours at the 
Township Office. They include:

a. Animal Control  
b. Building Permits 
c. CATV Advisory Board 
d. Deed Transfer 
e. EMS Tax 
f. Environmental Advisory Council 
g. Fire Department 
h. H.A.R.B. Board 
i. Moon Industrial Development 

Authority 

j. Moon Transportation Authority 
k. Moon Twp. Municipal Authority 
l. Moon Twp. Public Library 
m. Moon Twp. Recreation Authority 
n. Parks & Recreation Dept. 
o. Planning Commission 
p. Police Department 
q. Road Department 
r. Valley Ambulance Authority 
s. List of bills to be paid 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

A. Proclamation – Mr. Vitale read a proclamation recognizing Eagle Scouts Neil D. 
Frick, Nicholas A. Mannella and John F. McCurry. 

B. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that Moon Township will celebrate Earth Day on Sunday, 
April 17, 2011 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Robin Hill Park. Environmental and 
interactive earth-friendly activities include presentations by the Carnegie Science 
Center, National Aviary, and a climbing wall. Free t-shirts will be provided to the first 
400 children in attendance provided by the MTMA and tote bags provided by 
Walgreens. 

C. Mr. Vitale said that the Moon Township Parks and Recreation Department will host the 
annual Easter Bunny Trail in Moon Park on Saturday, April 23, 2011, between 11:00 
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a.m. and 1:00 p.m. This free event is for children between the ages of 4 and 12 and 
includes games, activities, gifts and a photo opportunity with the Easter Bunny. For more 
information, please call the Moon Park Office at 412-262-1703 or check the park website 
at www.moonparks.org. 

D. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
(PENNDOT) District 11-0 will be displaying plans for the Flaugherty Run Bridge 
Replacement Project located in Moon Township. Plans will be on display on April 27, 
2011 between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. in the Moon Township Municipal Building. 

E. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that Keystone Municipal Collections will have a representative 
available in the Moon Township Municipal Building on April 15 and April 18, 2011 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and noon and from 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.  

F. Mr. Vitale announced that the Moon Township Public Works Department resumes its 
annual tree branch curbside pick-up program during the month of April. Curbside pick-up 
will occur on weekdays from April 4 until April 29 following residents’ regular garbage 
pick-up schedule.  Brush should not be bundled, must be less than 4 inches in diameter 
and less than 6 feet in length. Brush must be at the curb by 8:00 a.m. 

G. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that the Moon Township Volunteer Fire Department’s annual 
Fish Fry is ongoing throughout Lent on Friday’s from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the 
Public Safety Building. 

H. Mr. Vitale said that the Moon Township offices will be closed on Friday, April 22, 2011 in 
observance of Good Friday. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion authorizing special counsel Daniel Cohen to 
advertise Ordinance No. 634 for the adoption of the cable franchise agreement with 
Comcast of Pennsylvania, Inc. to be enacted at the May 4, 2011 meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors. Motion made by Mr. Gribben, seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors 
voting yes, motion carried. 

B. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to advertise for bids for a new production 
trailer for MCA-TV. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. Mr. Eicher 
asked if we could describe what the trailer will be used for. MCA-TV Director Jim 
Koepfinger said that the main reason for a new trailer is safety. The current trailer is 
unsafe being towed down the highway. The new trailer will be used for the same 
purposes as the old trailer. MCA-TV covers public meetings, Moon sporting events, 
and events at the park. They are currently working with Robert Morris University to 
cover some of Robert Morris’s activities as well. Robert Morris has indicated that they 
are willing to partner with us in paying for the production trailer. The Telex headsets 
that will be considered later in the agenda are for the new production trailer system. 
The headsets currently being used are coming to the end of their useful life. He went 
through a lot of detail to determine the right headset system to meet our needs. All 
Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

http://www.moonparks.org/�
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C. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny a Streetscape 
Improvement Escrow Agreement between the Township of Moon and Giant Eagle, Inc. 
for the property located at 6507 University Boulevard, in a form acceptable to the 
Township Solicitor. Motion to approve made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

D. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to retain the Township consultant for the 
transportation component of the 2011 Moon Township Comprehensive Plan Update, 
and approve the scope and price proposal as submitted, subject to the execution of an 
Agreement with the Township in a form acceptable to the Township Solicitor. Mr. Vitale 
asked Mr. McGurk to explain this motion. Mr. McGurk said that the Township received 
two proposals that were emailed out to the Board—one from Trans Associates and 
one from Kimball. The Kimball proposal was for $17,600 and the Trans proposal was 
for $13,000. Both proposals are very similar in that they focus on multi-modal 
communications, which includes transit, pedestrians and bicycle movements 
throughout the Township. The main difference in the cost is because Kimball proposed 
to study four major corridors in the Township in terms of traffic prior to doing the 
analysis of the other modes of transportation--University Boulevard, Thorn Run Road, 
Beaver Grade Road and Moon Clinton Road. Trans’ approach is that the Township 
has the MTA studying many intersections in the Township and the Township has taken 
on some studies of its own. They did not put the study of the Moon Clinton Road 
corridor in their proposal because they thought it was being done by other means. 
Outside of that, they are very similar proposals. A discussion ensued on whether the 
Moon Clinton corridor should be included in the study. Mr. McGurk said that the MTA 
has studied the Moon Clinton corridor, termed as the Moon Clinton Transportation 
Development District. Mr. Sinatra said that he feels comfortable using Kimball even 
though they are $4,000 more, the reason being they are the Township’s traffic 
engineer. They have been involved with the MTA for some time and have done good 
work. Motion to retain Kimball made by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All 
Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. Mr. McLaughlin said that we should strive for 
consistency. Mr. McGurk said that there is no reason why Kimball’s proposal cannot 
be refined. He can go back to Kimball to ask if they can refine their scope based on the 
desires of the Board. That can be done at the next workshop; there is no reason to do 
that tonight. 

E. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny bond reduction 
request No. 2 for the Moon Flight Car Wash, subject to the Township Engineer’s 
recommendation letter dated March 21, 2011. Motion to approve made by Mr. 
Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

F. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny bond reduction 
request No. 9 for the Crosswinds Plan 2, Phases 2 and 3, and bond reduction 
request No. 6 for the Crosswinds Plan 2, Phase 4, subject to the Township 
Engineer’s recommendation letter dated March 30, 2011. Motion to approve made 
by Mr. Gribben, seconded by Mr. Sinatra. Mr. McLaughlin asked Mr. Petroccia to 
explain this motion. Mr. Petroccia said that they have had problems in not fixing 
their stormwater basin which has been a concern of his. Mr. Petroccia explained 
how much has been retained. These are the amounts he is recommending based 
on his inspection. They have done a number of things over the winter which is 
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documented in the inspection report attached to his March 30 letter. All 
Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

G. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve a change order to CDBG grant 
35 7.2 SHACOG contract with John Varrati Cement Contractor, Inc. contract to allow a 
sidewalk to be placed on the north side of short Cedar Drive along with additional ADA 
ramps and add $21,830.00 to be paid by Moon Township to the $33,870.00 to be paid 
by the CDBG grant for a total of $55,700.00. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by 
Mr. Gribben. Mr. McLaughlin asked for an explanation of this motion. Mr. Petroccia 
said that Mooncrest has had its sidewalks torn up for several years now. One of the 
options in USA Concrete’s contract was to do this work. Varrati came in with slightly 
lower unit costs. There is money in this year’s road program to do that piece of 
sidewalk. In addition, all of Hemlock will be done by USA Concrete under their existing 
contract. This will allow us to have completed the entire sidewalk in Mooncrest except 
for the Juniper and Oak loop. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

Mr. Vitale said that the Board met in executive session to discuss some of the residents’ 
concerns. Mr. Gribben made a motion that the Township invites both TSI and representatives 
from the neighborhood to participate in mediation or some other form of mutually acceptable 
dialogue with the Township willing to fund the cost of a mediator or other type of facilitator that 
suits the discussion.  He would like the Township to pay for this mediator up to a maximum 
cost of $5,000. The hope would be to begin the discussion. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin. Mr. Lucas said that if there are no further comments from the Board, it is 
appropriate to have public comments before a vote is taken. The following offered public 
comments: 

1. Venus Thompson, 164 Greenlea Drive, said that after research she and her husband 
learned that the Fairweather Lodge at 162 Greenlea Drive is the first Fairweather 
Lodge by Transitional Services and its partner Our Own Home. As their concerns grew 
for the safety of their children and their property values, the residents of Amherst Acres 
joined together in an effort to get the Township to rescind the occupancy permit for the 
Fairweather Lodge. On February 2 a group of residents came to the Township meeting 
to voice their concerns to the Supervisors. They were told that the application for an 
occupancy permit had not been filed. After research by the attorney and private 
investigator, they learned this information was not accurate. The occupancy 
application was filed by TSI on January 31, 2011.  The residents again came to the 
Supervisors meeting on March 2 to again express their concerns for the first 
Fairweather Lodge, citing concern for their children and lack of 24-hour supervision. 
There was a motion put on the table by Mr. Sinatra that was seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin, but no vote was taken. She feels this is a violation of Roberts Rule of 
Order. The residents of Amherst Acres were on the schedule for the March 10 Zoning 
Hearing Board meeting.  They were asked to participate in mediation and delay the 
zoning hearing until April. They were will to participate in the mediation so long as it did 
not delay the zoning hearing.  They then went to the zoning hearing hoping for an 
unbiased hearing chaired by Mr. Douglas DeNardo. She came to learn that Mr. 
DeNardo’s wife and sister-in-law work for Senator Pippy and Representative Mustio. 
Representative Mustio has been an active supporter of Our Own Home. Once again 
political alliances prevailed. 
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2. Shannon Storm of 175 Greenlea Drive asked what the Board thinks will come out of 
this mediation. Mr. Vitale said that the Board agreed that this is a good start to try to 
settle some fears and understand both sides. The problem that he sees is that he does 
not see both sides coming together. Mr. Lucas said that the Board’s position is that 
unless people are talking, nothing is going to happen. A discussion ensued on what 
exactly is arbitration and who would conduct the arbitration. Mr. Lucas explained that 
the role of the arbitrator is really to facilitate communication so that each would 
understand the other’s position. The parties would have to agree on who the mediator 
would be. The idea of the mediation is to reach a voluntary agreement on any issues.  

3. Venus Thompson said that in regard to the mediation process, is the Board going to 
have TSI not occupy the property until this mediation takes place.  Mr. Lucas said that 
is not part of the motion at this point. She can request of TSI that they not occupy it for 
a certain amount of time. Maybe they would be willing to do that, but the Township 
cannot impose that. He would not recommend that the Township take a position on 
that request. 

4. Greg Thompson said that they have been told about the Fair Housing Laws countless 
time. He took the time to research the Fair Housing Law to see to see how the 
definition fits. Mr. Vitale explained that the comments being taken at this time are only 
on the motion on the floor.  Mr. Thompson asked if TSI or Our Own Home have been 
contacted about accepting this offer of mediation. Mr. Vitale said that at this point they 
have not.  

5. Nelson Kletzli of 168 Greenlea Drive said that the Board is willing to have the parties 
engage in mediation which is a good thing but they are not willing to put a temporary 
hold on the occupancy permit until this mediation can commence. Mr. Lucas said that 
the Board does not have the power to do that. That request can be made to TSI. Mr. 
Kletzli said that once the residents move into 162 Greenlea Drive it then becomes 
much more difficult to impose any types of conditions because they are already there.  
Mr. McLaughlin asked if this could be held up for a week or two just for public safety. 
Mr. Lucas said that the Township just doesn’t have the power to do that. Mr. Kletzli 
said that it is not fair just to have them move in; their track record is not exemplary. 
They have actually just sneaked in and no Board member, which the exception of Mr. 
McLaughlin who was absent, had no idea this was happening. That is what they were 
told. But we should all sit down and negotiate and understand the concerns and 
resolve them. But just letting them move in is not negotiating. Mr. Lucas said that a 
mediator will work to try to find common ground. Mr. Kletzli said that there are things 
that this Board can do but has failed to do that have put us in this precarious position. 
This Board has really dropped the ball. What substance does this mediation give us if 
the Board can’t put a 10-day stay on their moving in or inform them that they can’t 
move in until the two sides meet? Mr. Lucas said that the motion is to have the two 
parties have a dialog, not act as a leverage point one way or the other. The Board is 
just not empowered to do that as he explained to them in executive session. 

6. Shannon Storm said that everything has been already moved into the house, so it is 
coming soon. That is why they are asking the Board to just put a hold on this. She 
does not think that is too much to ask. Mr. Eicher said that he does not feel it 
unreasonable that whenever TSI is contacted to inquire about the mediation if they 
could delay moving in until after that first meeting with the residents and mediator. He 
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understands that we cannot legally tell TSI that they cannot occupy the property. He 
said that he feels that the residents do not truly understand the situation that we are in 
as a Board. He said that the only authority this Board has is what the State Legislature 
gives us. The Board cannot make ordinances however they want to. He explained that 
in 1968 the U.S. Congress passed the Civil Rights Act. In 1988 they drastically 
amended the Fair Housing Act expanding what was protected under the Fair Housing 
Act. Disabilities are one of those protections—whether it is a physical or mental 
disability. The Congress and the President signed into law, that they are protected. 
People his age certainly remember what transpired as part of the Civil Rights Act. We 
know that since 1988 when the Fair Housing Act was amended there have been 
multiple cases regarding this before the Federal Courts. You have to realize that the 
law was written to protect a group of people. The courts have said that being mentally 
handicapped and having a mental illness are basically the same. After doing 
considerable research and asking multiple questions of our solicitor, he keeps getting 
advised to remember what power we have as a Board. This Fair Housing Act does not 
stop with individuals; it also comes to municipalities. If the Federal Courts determine 
that the law has been broken by the municipality and the five individuals on this Board 
the damages are swift and very severe. He is listening to the residents and 
understands their concerns. He is elected to represent you and listen to you. But if he 
does tonight what you want him to do, this township will pay a severe price for his 
actions. However, he still believes the best action is to get the parties to sit down and 
try to come up with some mutual agreement. TSI is a non-profit organization that gets 
funding from the government and all of their financials are available online. But they 
represent a protected class of people. For him to do something against those people, 
he simply cannot do it. 

Mr. Vitale called for a roll call vote on the motion on the floor. All Supervisors voting yes, 
motion carried. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

A. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to award the bid for a Telex wireless 
headset intercom system for MCA-TV to Lerro Corporation for $15,549.00 as 
recommended by the Director of MCA-TV. Motion made by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded 
by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. Mr.  

McLaughlin said that before we proceed any further, he would like to ask the timeframe for 
action on the previous motion. Will TSI be contacted tomorrow? Mr. Vitale said that he thinks 
we should do that. Mr. Lucas said that he would recommend that TSI be contacted tomorrow 
by either himself or the Township Manager. He would ask that if the neighborhood is 
interested in pursuing mediation that he be given a contact name and telephone number so 
that he can facilitate this process. 

MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS:  

Mr. Vitale called for a motion to pay the bills [check no. 7979 through check no. 
8203, EFTs, Capital Reserve check no. 1219 through check no. 1223 and 2005 
Bond Fund check no. 167]. Motion made by Mr. Eicher, seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin.  All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

James Copenhaver of Jackson Road said his concern is still Flaugherty Run Road. 
When he was here in February he was told by Mr. Petroccia that meeting were going 
to be held about the landslide that is encroaching on Flaugherty Run Road. The slide 
is not getting any better and he sees no action being taken to fix it. This past rainfall 
has caused additional sliding in that area. He is bringing this up because this land is 
unstable. At this point, the holding pond is not going to work and the hill will continue to 
slide. There is debris falling off the edge and into the creek bed. Now is the time to 
address this rather than waiting any later. It will soon be down onto Flaugherty Run 
Road and we will have to deal with the blockage of the road and there will be a lot 
more trouble than there is now. The Township should contact the DEP or whoever 
must be contacted, but we need to get this ball rolling. Mr. Petroccia said that we have 
been working with both the DEP and the Allegheny County Conservation District. As 
he said in February, there is a plan to remedy the big landslide that was scheduled to 
start in March or April. He will be following up to find out the current status of that plan. 
He has also been out there to see the area that is causing the stream to move closer 
to Flaugherty Run Road. He is very concerned about this and it is Moon Township’s 
No. 1 environmental concern. He will continue to pay close attention to this problem 
and will get back to Mr. Copenhaver when he has more information. Mr. Copenhaver 
said that not only is his concern with the landslide but also with the trees that have 
fallen into the stream which could dam up the stream. Mr. Petroccia said that he will 
contact the developer’s engineer to have those trees removed. 

Greg Thompson of 164 Greenlea Drive said that he appreciates the Board’s efforts 
being made by the Board and seeing the issues that the residents are faced with. He 
read what he found on the Federal Government’s web site regarding fair housing. 
Zoning ordinances that would violate the Fair Housing Act are those that would not 
allow an equal opportunity to those with any kind of disability. He questioned the 
definition in the Township’s zoning ordinance relating to the number of unrelated 
individuals occupying a residence defined as a family. He feels that the definition of 
group residence that the Township has is vague and doesn’t speak to making an equal 
situation. It is his opinion that the term “group residence” as defined in our zoning 
ordinance could be revised and/or removed. It is the fact that there is no limit to the 
number of residents or 24-hour supervision attached that he has an issue with. It is his 
opinion that when the neighbors came back on February 2 that something could have 
been amended to the group residence definition. Although he is not a lawyer, he 
wondered if that was possible. He understands, as Mr. Lucas said tonight, that there 
are certain things that you just cannot do. Could that group residence definition have 
been tightened up a few years ago? Mr. Lucas said that probably not. There are some 
other provisions to the Fair Housing Act that require that you not only treat people with 
handicaps equally to the general populace, there is a requirement that you must make 
reasonable accommodation, which may actually give them extra treatment. Mr. 
Thompson’s question is legitimate, but there is this whole issue of a reasonable 
accommodation that the municipality must also be concerned about in applying its 
ordinances. Mr. Thompson said that the Fair Housing Act does not protect those 
people who use illegal drugs. Would it be the Township’s opinion that if there were 
found to be people using illegal drugs by the police, would that be an instance where 
that occupancy permit could be pulled? Mr. Lucas said that applies more to the 
individual than the class of people. If the parties agree to the mediation, this may be 
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something they can talk about. Mr. Eicher read the statement issued by HUD and the 
Department of Justice. You can’t make an assumption that because someone has a 
mental illness that they are a threat to you. 
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Diana Morgan of 211 Centerdale Road said that she has lived in Amherst Acres for 48 
years. She had a fraternity house move in across the street from her so she can 
appreciate what these people are going through. You knew what was going in here; she 
did not. Her children are raised and 48 years have gone by. Now we have this 
Fairweather Lodge going in here—why? One person with her political pull did it. She’s 
afraid of another incident like three dead cops in the city. That’s her feeling. We don’t 
know anything about these people or what drugs they are on. She has to endure Robert 
Morris students parking on her street. Those students should be parking up on campus. 
She talked to Chief McCarthy about making that area residential parking only and also 
talked to Robert Morris about it but has gotten nowhere.  She is not against Robert 
Morris; she needs someone to enforce the law. She appreciates Mr. Eicher who gave 
her a lot of insight tonight and appreciates his efforts. But all this was done behind 
closed doors. 
 
Chris Finley, private investigator, said that he was contacted by some of the residents of 
Amherst Acres to look into some of the other Fairweather Lodges outside Allegheny 
County. He can only give the facts and he is not here to give an opinion. He cited some 
of his findings. He thinks there are a lot of unanswered questions. He questioned what 
happens after their funding runs out. How are these people screened? Have any security 
protocols been put in place? He would be very disturbed if this was in his neighborhood, 
especially the way it flew in under the cover of night. He will be more than happy to 
release his information to the Board. 
 
Christine Herrle of 169 Greenlea Drive said that the Fairweather Lodge is the first in 
Allegheny County and is described as an affordable residence for four to eight people 
with serious and persistent mental illness to regenerate into society. Four adult men will 
live in the house without supervision. There is no 24-hour care in this house in a 
neighborhood with 31 young children under the age of 10 living within a five house 
radius. This is not a Verland-type facility with 24-hour care for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities or physical challenges. This is a completely different entity. These are people 
with serious and persistent mental illnesses. She appreciates the comment from Mr. 
Gribben and applauds him for his idea to bring back mediation. Mr. Gribben said that the 
Board decided as a group about that but he thought it important since day one. She also 
thanked Mr. Sinatra for helping them and speaking up at previous meetings and looking 
out for the safety of the people of Moon Township, as well as Mr. McLaughlin for looking 
out for the safety of the children of Moon Township. Our children are going to be 
incarcerated so that these four people can be free.  These residents are going to have 
the right to the Second Amendment, which is the right to bear arms. These four men can 
have guns. Her husband’s family has served their whole lives in law enforcement in 
Long Island and they cannot believe that this is being allowed to happen in our township. 
With the way that the occupancy was filed, this was just allowed to come in with no 
looking into it because there were political alliances. She is very welcoming of mediation 
but thinks that the Board does have the power to say that certain neighborhoods (if there 
is an overwhelming amount of small children) is there not anything in Fair Housing that 
can stop that. Mr. Lucas said that the Fair Housing Act states that individuals with 
disabilities, whether they are physical or mental, are protected classes just like race or 
religion. You have to treat them as you would a single-family residence. Ms. Herrle said 
that she can’t believe that there is nothing that the Board can do for them. Mr. 
McLaughlin said that he would like to say something about political alliances. He does 
not know where this is coming from, but if people knew this was coming in and didn’t 
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alert the full Board, he questions whether they should be in office. Ms. Herrle said that 
people who sit in this room have been to fund-raisers for Our Own Home. And Our Own 
Home is Charlotte DiNardo’s operation. It is a sickening situation. She thinks Mr. Eicher 
is really trying and looking out for the residents. Mr. Eicher said that after strong words 
from our attorney, he cannot subject this township to a huge federal lawsuit because his 
heart tells him to do it. Mr. McLaughlin said that Mr. Lucas also told the Board that each 
individual Supervisor will be held accountable. Ms. Herrle said that all the authority was 
given to Mr. McGurk to make this decision and it wasn’t looked at for the occupancy. Mr. 
Lucas said that Mr. McGurk is responsible for administering the zoning ordinance of the 
Township and, where appropriate, Mr. McGurk consults with him. Regardless of whether 
we are talking about Mr. McGurk or the Board, the Fair Housing Act applies the same 
way.  
 
Mr. Eicher said that the purpose of the Board is to pass the ordinances—the laws of 
Moon Township, including the zoning ordinance. The zoning ordinance lists many 
descriptions and a chart that indicates the uses being permitted or conditional. A group 
residence in every residential zoning district is a permitted use. TSI applied for an 
occupancy permit because the use changed from a single-family residence to a group 
residence, but it is still a permitted use. It is the intent of Congress to allow these people 
to move into a community. 
 
A discussion ensued on the difference between a group residence and a group care 
facility, which would be a nursing home or similar care facility. A group care facility does 
require 24-hour supervision. TSI filed for occupancy as a group residence, which does 
not require 24-hour supervision under the ordinance. 
 
Nelson Kletzli of 168 Greenlea Drive said that the Board answered a lot of his questions. 
The Supreme Court went one step further in 1995. They ruled that you will allow this—
end of story. It is not the fault if this board; it is the fault of the American people because 
we let this happen. All people need a place to live and have a right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Under Federal law once this facility comes into our community our 
police force will have to have each officer trained and certified in how to handle these 
people. That is Federal law. He understands that we cannot stop this, but there are 
conditions that can be negotiated. One of those conditions should be and needs to be 
24-hour supervision. We have other group homes in our neighborhood that have 24-hour 
supervision and they are handicapped. We do not discriminate against them. Asking the 
home at 162 Greenlea to have 24-hour supervision is not something that is out of the 
ordinary. This whole thing has been done in such secrecy. If you go on the internet, 
there are plans for this and how to become a group home owner. This is a business. The 
application for an occupancy should have been scrutinized the same as any other 
business coming into our community. He is sure that the Township’s bylaws give the 
Board the right to review any application permit. Moon Township is a welcoming 
community. But these residents have no transportation and would have to walk 
approximately one mile to the closest store. We would like to be the first township in 
Allegheny County to have a Fairweather Lodge, but we think you could put it somewhere 
else. We’ll help you find another spot. But none of this transpired because nobody 
thought. You are the ones that are supposed to be thinking and watching out for us. 
That’s your job. He asked if any of the Board members attended a Night at the Races 
fund-raising event with Charlotte DiNardo in 2006 and 2008. He is sure that there were 
some things that could have been talked about there, especially at a fund-draiser. He 
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thinks this mediation will be a great thing but it will not be easy. What we are asking is 
that you be on our side. TSI is not a resident; TSI is an entity. He hopes that the Board 
will continue to do the right thing. He knows you can’t stop it but he hopes the Board’s 
goal is to make it as community-friendly as possible. 
 
Mr. Vitale asked Chief McCarthy to come forward. Chief McCarthy gave us a report and 
met with us last week after the workshop. Chief McCarthy said that he wanted to say 
how the police respond to mental health crisis situations in this community. Every police 
officer in the police department is certified under the Mental Health Procedures Act. That 
is mandatory at the police academy and has been since 1977. He personally is certified 
to teach under the Mental Health Procedures Act and has done so at Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania for 15 years as a part-time instructor. He cited some statistics on the 
police department’s interaction with individuals with mental health issues. He explained 
what happens in these cases when police are called and the procedures that are 
followed. 
 
Phil Herrle of 169 Greenlea Drive said everyone here (with the exception of Ms. Creese) 
lives in Moon and are all his neighbors. He would hope that you would have some 
amount of concern. This was put before Mr. McGurk and shoved through without being 
looked at. What this tells him is that nothing has been addressed by this Board. He 
understands that none of us want a multi-million lawsuit with the Federal government. 
What if one of these people murders a member of his family. Will the Board look at 
anything at that time? This is a business in a residential area. Isn’t there some question 
about that? He would like to ask for increased police presence. This has gotten himself 
and his neighbors to a point where it is very frustrating and scary. He will tell how he 
sees this will have to be handled from his point of view. He has a license for a concealed 
firearm which he carries in many places. He has never felt the need to carry it in his 
neighborhood up until now. He will no longer be needing that license now because, per 
his second amendment rights, that gun will be on his belt in open display from now on. 
That is how nervous he is. He and his neighbors have discussed this and he believes 
they will also go this way. He is buying his wife a gun and taking her down for her license 
next week. The shadiness and lack of concern by many on this Board has us nervous. 
We think you could do more to help us out in this situation. He does appreciate the offer 
of mediation. 
 
Antonio Alvarez-Pedroso of 102 Cottonwood Court said he has been a resident of Moon 
Township for 40 years and this is the first time he has shown up here. He thanked the 
Moon Township police department. When he had to call them for assistance they 
showed up in a timely manner and were very helpful from his experience. They do know 
how to handle people with mental problems. This is the second fiasco we have had here 
in Moon Township. The first was the low-income housing near Forest Green Apartments. 
It made the property values of Forest Green Condominiums go down appreciably. We 
didn’t do anything about that. The second fiasco is 162 Greenlea Drive. He does not 
know how successful we will be in the mediation that the Board is suggesting but he is 
hopeful. What he would like to know is where we go from here to prevent a third fiasco. 
How do we prevent another Fairweather Lodge from coming into Moon Township? As a 
40-year resident he asks that the zoning ordinance and laws be completely reviewed. He 
knows that your hands might be tied by the Fair Housing Law. He is not a lawyer but 
was a chemical engineer for 40 years. When he came up against a problem that was too 
difficult to handle, he called counsel—the experts. He is sure there are experts on the 



 Regular Meeting 
 April 6, 2011 
 Page 12 
 

 

Fair Housing Law and for some amount of money they will be happy to help you revise 
the ordinance so that we do not have a No. 3 fiasco. In this regard, may he respectfully 
ask how much we spent fighting Wal-Mart?  Can’t we afford several hundred thousand 
dollars for a good legal counsel to help you out and review the ordinances? Mr. Lucas 
said that the Board is well aware of his firm’s expertise in this area. If this Board on this 
issue or any other one wants to seek special counsel, they are entitled to do that. The 
Township does on a periodic basis review its zoning ordinance because the laws change 
and new uses come up that have never been anticipated before. That is an ongoing 
process and state law encourages Moon Township and every other municipality to do 
that on a regular basis.  Mr. Alvarez-Pedroso said that we should undertake that process 
as soon as possible so that we can be proactive rather than reactive.  
 

COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD: 
 

Mr. Gribben said that it is very important that the residents come in here and voice their 
concerns. You may not always walk out of here satisfied or happy but thing won’t 
change unless people speak up. He is glad that you do come. He is very hopeful that 
this mediation process will bring some satisfaction. 
 
Mr. McLaughlin said that every year he does mention that this is the time of year when 
children are out playing near the road so please watch your speed, watch for stop signs 
and watch your cell phone use. Now he can say this from experience. His daughter was 
hit by a car last week because someone was on a cell phone and not paying attention to 
a stop sign. Please be careful driving in this township. Concerning this home at 162 
Greenlea Drive, he is frustrated. He remembers when Forest Green Commons came 
into Moon Township and how everyone felt that slid in under the radar. When he 
became an elected official, he thought he could watch something like that and keep it 
from happening. But here it is sliding in and he didn’t even get a chance to voice his 
opinion.  This is something that did not just happen yesterday; it has been pre-planned 
for a long time. He would be very upset if Board members here have attended functions 
with this situation knowing full well the intent of the fund-raising but not alert people. He 
is not saying that we could have stopped it but we could have at least looked at it. We 
just read about a police officer being shot in Clairton and none of us are safe from this 
any more. If you see something that you feel isn’t right, call the police. That is what we 
pay them for. Don’t wait until it is too late. We are all going to have to work together on 
this. He does not see us stopping this as Mr. Eicher has said. All we can do is do our 
homework. If something doesn’t look right, don’t be afraid to call. You have to be the 
eyes and ears for us. He is not happy about this but he knows what the law allows us to 
do and not allow us to do.  
 
Mr. Eicher said that he has already done his share of talking tonight. He thanked 
everyone for their patience and courtesy.  
 
Mr. Sinatra said that we have talked about ordinance, talked about the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and talked about the Fair Housing Act. He looks at TSI as a business 
coming into Moon. This Board knows about when any other business comes into Moon 
months in advance. Yes, they do not have to notify us. But when he bought his house, 
before it was even built, he and his neighbors stood around talking because they all 
wanted to be good neighbors. Hopefully, TSI is learning a lesson here. The next time 
they plan something like this, they need to come to the Township and ask where we 
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think a good place for this would be. That is the type of thing he is looking at now. It just 
comes down to being ethical and being a good neighbor. Hopefully they have learned 
something from this, we as Supervisors have learned something and the people of 
Amherst have learned something. I feel for you. Amherst is a beautiful community. It is a 
shame it has come to this. Who knows what will come out of this mediation. He hopes 
everyone comes in with an open mind and are good neighbors. He hopes that TSI 
provides true contact numbers that people can call and get an answer. There has been a 
lot of conversation taking place about Marcellus shale. We directed our special counsel 
solicitor to develop an ordinance and/or tighten our ordinance with regard to Marcellus 
shale.  He wished everyone a Happy Easter and wished Adam McGurk good luck. 
 
Mr. Vitale asked if we could get a group of three or four residents together after the 
meeting to get contact information to arrange the mediation. He really hopes that we can 
gain something through mediation. His only request is that the residents go in open 
minded. Lastly, this is a somewhat sad occasion for us. Adam McGurk is leaving the 
Township. He is moving to New York City for bigger and better things. He has grown into 
a true professional. He wished nothing but the best for him and his wife and thanked him 
for everything he has done for the Township. 
 
Mr. McGurk thanked the Board. He has gained as much from this as the Board has told 
him they gained from him. He will take this experience with him and he thanked the 
Board for giving him this opportunity. 
 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Janet L. Sieracki 
 Assistant Municipal Secretary 


