
 

 

 Regular Meeting 
 May 4, 2011 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Moon Township Board of Supervisors, Allegheny County, met in regular session at the 
Moon Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township, PA 15108.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, 
Chairman Jim Vitale presiding. Supervisors present: Mr. Vitale, Mr. Sinatra, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. 
Eicher and Mr. Gribben. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ACTION ITEMS:  

(There were none.) 

Announcement of April 27, 2011 Executive Session: 
 Personnel issues 
 Legal Matters 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Action Item—Approval of the minutes of the Workshop Meeting of March 30, 2011 
which were distributed to the Board of Supervisors for their approval. Motion made by 
Mr. Eicher, seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

Reports as they were received will be available for public review for 24 hours at the 
Township Office. They include:

a. Animal Control  
b. Building Permits 
c. CATV Advisory Board 
d. Deed Transfer 
e. EMS Tax 
f. Environmental Advisory Council 
g. Fire Department 
h. H.A.R.B. Board 
i. Moon Industrial Development 

Authority 

j. Moon Transportation Authority 
k. Moon Twp. Municipal Authority 
l. Moon Twp. Public Library 
m. Moon Twp. Recreation Authority 
n. Parks & Recreation Dept. 
o. Planning Commission 
p. Police Department 
q. Road Department 
r. Valley Ambulance Authority 
s. List of bills to be paid 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

A. Proclamation – Mr. Vitale read a proclamation declaring the week of May 15 through 
21, 2011 as Public Works Week. Public Works Director Jim Henkemeyer outlined the 
many tasks done by the Moon Township Public Works Department employees in 
addition to their regular duties.  In observance of Public Works week, the department 
will be hosting an open house on Wednesday, May 18, 2011, from 1:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
He would like to invite the Board, Township employees and residents to stop in to 
see the Public Works facilities on Stevenson Mill Road. He thanked all the 
department employees who have done a great job over the years. 



 Regular Meeting 
 May 4, 2011 
 Page 2 
 

 

B. Mr. Vitale recognized Fire Marshal Charles Belgie who made a presentation on the 
acquisition of a commemorative artifact from the World Trade Center and announcement 
of expansion and renovation of the Township’s memorial garden. He stressed the 
importance of redesigning the Township’s memorial garden and in preparation for the 
dedication of the World Trade Center artifact at this particularly important 10th 
anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack and the recent good news of the 
removal of Osama Bin Laden. He described how the Memorial Park will be redesigned 
and requested approval of the Board to commence a partnership program to solicit 
funding from business and military groups as well as fraternal organization for the 
project.  He thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak on this very important and 
patriotic issue that is close to the hearts of the citizens of our great country. 

C. Mr. Vitale advised all Moon Township residents that if they have not done so already 
they will soon be receiving the first edition of The Moon Township Messenger, the official 
quarterly newsletter of Moon Township. The publication is produced at no cost to the 
residents of Moon thanks to the sponsorship of the businesses included in the 
newsletter. The Township would like to recognize these businesses for their community 
support and encourage residents to patronize those businesses. The Board would like to 
thank Township Communications Director Meghan McNamara for her efforts in 
producing this newsletter. 

D. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that Moon Township has received second place honors 
for its entry in the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors’ 43rd 
Annual Township Citizen Communication Contest. Moon Township was chosen as 
the second place winner in the Electronic Newsletter category. 

E. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that Tuesday, May 17, 2011 is Primary Election Day in 
Pennsylvania. Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

F. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that Moon Township’s voting District 1 still remains at Moon 
High School. District voters should enter the high school through the Main Administration 
entrance. There is parking available and there will be signs posted to direct voters. 

G. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that the Moon Township Environmental Advisory Council will 
hold Moon Township’s Annual Recycling Day on Saturday, June 4, 2011 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Moon Township Municipal Building parking lot. Appliances, 
electronics, tires and reusable construction material will be accepted for recycling. The 
program is open to Moon Township residents only and proof of residency is required. 

H. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that Moon Township offices will be closed on Monday, May 
30, 2011 in observance of Memorial Day. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Public Hearing—GetGo Conditional Use Request 

Mr. Vitale opened the public hearing to hear a conditional use request from GetGO for 
an electronic sign at 6507 University Boulevard. Mr. Lucas said that this public hearing is 
being held to consider a conditional use request from GetGo for an electronic sign at 
6507 University Boulevard to permit an electronic sign on the property without the 
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minimum site area of five acres. Since this is a public hearing those wishing to give 
public testimony are to be sworn in by the court reporter. (The court reporter 
administered the oath.) Mr. Lucas noted for the record those documents that will be 
entered into the record. Applicant Mr. Todd Waldo on behalf of Giant Eagle made a 
presentation on the conditional use request for an electronic sign on the existing Texaco 
pylon. He explained that an electronic sign will be more attractive as well as easier to 
maintain and safer for their employees to change the copy of the sign. Their location is 
less than five acres which is why they are seeking this conditional use. They will be 
reducing the height of the existing sign from 30 feet to 18 feet. The sign will be used to 
display gas prices only and will not flash or scroll. Following the presentation, Mr. Vitale 
called for comments from the public. (There were none.) Mr. Vitale then called for a 
motion to close the public hearing. Motion made by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded by Mr. 
Sinatra. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 
 
Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny the conditional use 
deviation for the proposed GetGo electronic sign at 6507 University Boulevard, to permit 
an electronic sign on the subject property without the required minimum site area of five 
(5) acres, subject to the Township Planning Department’s review memorandum dated 
April 13, 2011, as recommended by the Planning Commission. Motion to approve made 
by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. McLaughlin. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

B. Public Hearing / Public Comments – Comcast of Pennsylvania II, Inc. 

Mr. Vitale opened the public hearing for comments from the public on the cable franchise 
agreement with Comcast of Pennsylvania II, Inc. (There were no public comments.) Mr. 
Lucas noted that there have been discussions of this matter at prior public meetings and 
the Board had retained special counsel Dan Cohen to advise them and Mr. Koepfinger 
with respect to the new franchise agreement. MCA-TV director Jim Koepfinger gave a 
brief recap of this franchise agreement. It is very similar to the Township’s current 
franchise agreement with Comcast. But with this agreement tonight following Board 
approval we are going to request activation of a second channel. That channel already 
exists on the Verizon system and with activation on the Comcast system, we will be able 
to launch a government channel which is where all government programming will be 
found. MCA-TV will then become solely a community access channel for the residents of 
Moon Township. Another difference is a grant of approximately $5,800. This is a ten-
year contract. Five percent of gross income will come to the Township as a franchise 
fee. Mr. Vitale called for a motion to close public comments. Motion made by Mr. 
McLaughlin, seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to enter into a cable franchise agreement 
with Comcast of Pennsylvania II, Inc. to provide cable services within the Township and 
adopt Ordinance No. 634 accordingly as recommended by the Moon Community Access 
Television Director, Township Manager and legal counsel. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, 
seconded by Mr. McLaughlin. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion authorizing that a letter be sent to Comcast 
of Pennsylvania II, Inc. requesting activation of the second Community Access channel. 
Motion made by Mr. Gribben, seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors voting yes, 
motion carried. 
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C. Action Item—Call for a motion accepting the resignation of part-time police dispatcher 
Bev Gorman and appointing Randy Dawson and Justin Moore to the positions of part-
time police dispatchers effective April 2011. Motion made by Mr. Eicher, seconded by 
Mr. McLaughlin. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

D. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny financial security reduction 
request No. 2 for the Foxwood Knolls Plan of Lots, Phase 1, in accordance with the 
Township’s Engineer’s recommendation letter dated April 19, 2011, and subject to a 
determination as to whether bankruptcy court approval is necessary or advisable. Motion 
to approve made by Mr. Eicher, seconded by Mr. Gribben. Mr. Petroccia said that 
Foxwood Knolls had previously requested a bond reduction. They have put in all the 
utilities and paved the roads. We held off approving the reductions because of the 
failures they had on the cut slope going down the hill. They did quite a bit of work 
repairing that and did submit a report from their geotechnical engineer listing the work 
that remained to be done and estimating the cost of that work to between $25,000 and 
$50,000. With that additional information, the Township Engineer was able to calculate a 
bond reduction and reserve money for any future repairs that may be necessary. His 
recommendation is to reduce the bond from $1,575,900 to $331,300. There is relatively 
little remaining to be done (wearing course, landscaping and sidewalks).Mr. Lucas will 
have to explain the bankruptcy side of the motion. Mr. Lucas said, as the Board is 
aware, the developer has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. What that means is that 
certain actions can’t be taken because of an “automatic stay.” In all probability it does 
not impact us because this is a separate financial security. This language was added to 
make sure we are not violating the bankruptcy rules. Yes votes were cast by Mr. Eicher, 
Mr. Gribben and Mr. Vitale. Mr. Sinatra and Mr. McLaughlin voted no. Motion carried. 

E. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny bond reduction request No. 
3 for the Moon Flight Car Wash, subject to the Township Engineer’s recommendation 
letter dated April 19, 2011. Motion to approve made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. 
Gribben. Mr. McLaughlin asked Mr. Petroccia what his recommendation is regarding this 
motion. Mr. Petroccia said that his recommendation is to reduce the bond. Moon Flight is 
reducing its bond by small amounts each month. This is a reduction of $3,855 to cover a 
small amount of work they accomplished in one month. All Supervisors voting yes, 
motion carried. 

F. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny the Final Minor Land 
Development Plan Application for the Elizabeth Bundy Plan No. 2 subdivision, subject to 
the Township Planning Department’s review letter dated April 13, 2011, and the 
Township Engineer’s review letter dated April 19, 2011, as recommended by the 
Planning Commission. Motion to approve made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Eicher. 
Mr. Petroccia explained that this plan is adjacent to Staunton Heights.  There is a large 
parcel that is being divided into two smaller parcels. All Supervisors voting yes, motion 
carried. 

G. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to adopt Resolution R-11-2011 under 
Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code as requested and recommended by the 
Moon Industrial Development Authority for Bread Management, LLC, and Cellone 
Bakery, Inc. Mr. Vitale asked Ms. Creese for an explanation of this motion. Ms. Creese 
said that from time to time the Board approves resolutions brought forth by MIDA. She 
read MIDA’s mission and purposes. The most important thing to realize is that the 
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projects financed by MIDA are not supported by the general credit or taxing power of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Township or any other political subdivision. They 
are entirely supported by the credit of the enterprise that is receiving the benefit of the 
tax-free financing. Motion made by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded by Mr. Gribben. All 
Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

H. Autumn Woods: 

Mr. Vitale said that the next three action items pertain to the Autumn Woods 
development. After reading the motions, he will ask Mr. Petroccia for an explanation.  

 Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny a waiver of Ordinance 
188-304.F requiring a minimum slope factor of safety of 1.5 unless special 
circumstances, as approved by the Township, to be reduced to a minimum of 1.3 
factor of safety as agreed to by the Township Engineer and PADEP. Motion to 
approve made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. Mr. Petroccia said that in 
the Autumn Woods development a stormwater basin was built at the top of a 
manmade embankment on a slope. The embankment and stormwater basin failed 
and formed a landslide that went into the bench next to Flaugherty Run, taking out a 
number of full-grown trees. Since that time the Township, the County and PADEP 
have been trying to get the developer to remediate that landslide. As part of the 
negotiation with the developer, a discussion was held of how much factor of safety 
could be built back into that slope. After discussions with all the appropriate parties 
the 1.3 factor of safety was consistent with geologic slope safety. It meets the 
requirements in this situation. A discussed ensued what, if any, options the Township 
had if the Board did not approve this. The solicitor assured the Board that the 
Township would not be exposed to any liability should they approve this motion and 
another slope failure should occur. Mr. Petroccia explained the stabilization of this 
slide area and gave details of these motions related to Autumn Woods. All 
Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

 Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny a waiver of Ordinance 
188-508.B.4 limiting manhole depth to 15 feet to allow manhole 2A in the Autumn 
Woods Remediation Plan to extend up to 18 feet deep as recommended by the 
Township Engineer. Motion to approve made by Mr. Eicher, seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

 Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve/deny a waiver of Standard 
Construction detail SWM-1 requiring a 3:1 exterior slope on the stormwater basin 
embankment and a minimum of 2 feet of freeboard to be reduced to a slope with a 
factor of safety of 1.3 and a minimum freeboard of 1.7 feet as recommended by the 
Township Engineer. Motion to approve made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. 
Eicher. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to award the bid for a production trailer with 
Option 1 and Option 2 for MCA-TV to Lerro Corporation for $19,103.00 as 
recommended by the Director of MCA-TV. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin. All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

: 
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MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS:  

Mr. Vitale called for a motion to pay the bills [check no. 8204 through check no. 
8400, EFTs, Capital Reserve check no. 1224 through check no. 1233 and 2005 
Bond Fund check no. 167]. Motion made by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded by 
Mr.Gribben.  All Supervisors voting yes, motion carried. 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

Nelson Kletzli of 168 Greenlea Drive said that his Amherst Group has gotten great 
support from the community. Their group is called the Moon Advocates for Community 
Safety. He distributed a handout with the group’s mission statement. He talked about the 
Fairweather Lodge at 162 Greenlea Drive. This handout will be posted on their 
Facebook page. He asked if the Board would assist in obtaining TSI’s participation in 
mediation. Mr. Lucas said that the Board has done so already. The Township has been 
trying to get a dialog going. TSI has indicated they did not want to participate in a formal 
mediation but would be willing to meet subject to some limitations. The Township 
Supervisors have indicated they would like to see some type of dialog. He will continue 
to be a liaison to make that occur. But you cannot compel someone against their will to 
participate in mediation. Mr. Kletzli asked if this meeting could take place in the 
municipal Building. The Board felt that was a reasonable request. Mr. Kletzli asked if a 
member of the Board could be in attendance as well. Mr. Vitale asked if there were any 
legal ramifications if a Board member(s) attended. Mr. Lucas said that he would 
recommend that one (or no more than two) members of the Board attend, but only in an 
observatory capacity. The Board discussed the logistics of such a meeting and potential 
attendees at the meeting. Hopefully, we can soon get things moving in the right 
direction. 
 
Antonio Alvarez-Pedroso of Cottonwood Court asked if any progress has been made on 
revising the zoning ordinance. Mr. Sinatra said that the Township is in the process of 
updating the comprehensive plan. He spoke to Ms. Creese before the meeting and she 
said that she would provide Mr. Alvarez-Pedroso with a list of meeting dates. Mr. 
Alvarez-Pedroso asked if that plan was going to be completed on a timely basis as we 
cannot wait as something else other than a Fairweather Lodge may come along. The 
revision to the zoning ordinance has to be a priority item. Ms. Creese said that the 
update to the comprehensive plan is a requirement of the Municipalities Planning Code 
and must be done every ten years. That process will look at the Township’s zoning as a 
whole. The Township Supervisors have the authority to have the solicitor look at any 
individual zoning issue or regulation at any time. Mr. Alvarez-Pedroso said that his 
concern is that the entire comprehensive plan process would take a long time to 
complete and something else may happen while it is being worked on. He asked why the 
court reporter is no longer in attendance at the meeting taking notes. Mr. Lucas 
explained that certain actions by the Board require a formal public hearing with a court 
stenographer. You, Mr. Alvarez-Pedroso, are being recorded and broadcast as we 
speak. The Township Secretary will convert comments into the formal minutes. To have 
the court reporter here for the entire time for every meeting would be a very expensive 
proposition. Mr. Alvarez-Pedroso said that he thinks we should ask the solicitor to 
address the issue of zoning outside of the comprehensive plan process so that it can be 
revised on a timelier basis. Mr. Sinatra made a motion to have the solicitor look into the 
ordinances involved in the Greenlea Drive house to see if there is any way we can 
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tighten them up without violating the ADA and take suggestions from the solicitor. Mr. 
Lucas said that he would do whatever the Board directed. Motion seconded by Mr. 
Gribben. Mr. Eicher asked if the aforesaid motion is too broad. The ordinances are the 
laws of the Township. We have a comprehensive plan to study it. That plan is only a 
recommendation and does not change anything until the Board of Supervisors adopts an 
ordinance to change it. He wants to make sure that we are specific enough so that the 
solicitor knows what we want him to look at to address the issues. Resident Venus 
Thompson expressed concern for not only her neighborhood but for the treatment of the 
residents at 162 Greenlea Drive and wanted to make sure they felt welcomed in the 
neighborhood. She also said that she wanted to feel safe in her own home. Mr. Alvarez-
Pedroso said that if Mr. Lucas needs any additional legal counsel from a specialist in the 
Fair Housing Act the Board should give it to him. If the Board goes back through their 
records from ten years ago when Forest Green Commons was built, they will find a 
carbon copy of what is going on here. [Mr. Sinatra stepped out of the room.] Mr. Vitale 
called for a roll call vote. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

REMARKS FROM THE SUPERVISORS: 

Mr. Gribben said that he had a comment with regard to Marcellus shale. It is important 
that the residents know that during last week’s workshop meeting the Board appointed 
special counsel of Tucker Arensberg to assist in updating our oil and gas drilling 
ordinance. As a Board we are getting started investigating this issue. He had his eyes 
opened recently when he went to Williamsport with his son’s Odyssey of the Mind team. 
Williamsport is in the middle of Marcellus shale drilling. He was shocked by the number 
of trucks, water-carrying vehicles and the number of people there as a result of 
Marcellus shale drilling. That town is booming. They are building hotels for all these 
workers. The local colleges have even instituted an oil engineering program to train 
people. The next big area is Washington County. He has started attending a series of 
presentations locally. This is something that is important for us to look into quickly.  

Mr. McLaughlin said that he understands that at the workshop meeting the Board voted 
for a parking ordinance for Sharon Hill Manor. He would like the Board to also consider 
this for Amherst Acres. Mr. Vitale said that the Board has already asked the Police Chief 
to make a recommendation on that. Mr. McLaughlin said that the residents of Amherst 
Acres have been complaining about this for years. 

Mr. Eicher said that he wanted to comment on the comprehensive plan. Every ten years 
the Township does an update of the comprehensive plan. When that is approved, it does 
not change the ordinance. But the purpose is to tell the Board of Supervisors the vision 
for the Township. A committee has been established with attendees from a wide spread 
of participation. Although not appointed to a committee, the residents need to be a part 
of this process. It is important for residents to take some time to attend these meetings 
and voice their opinions on this. Out of all this the consultant will take this information 
and come up with a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. Ms. Creese said that 
the meeting schedule will be posted on the web site. For residents who cannot attend 
the meetings, a summary is also posted on the web site. 

Mr. Sinatra said that he has already spoken his view on the Amherst Acres matter and 
he hopes that this meeting can be accomplished. Memorial Day is coming up and there 
are two veterans sitting on this Board—Mr. Eicher was in the Air Force and he was in the 
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Marine Corps. He saw on television this morning that a Vera Evans of Moon Township 
tuned 100 years old. He offered her congratulations and wished her a happy birthday.  

Mr. Vitale had no comments. 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Janet L. Sieracki 
 Assistant Municipal Secretary 


