
 

 

 Regular Meeting 
 June 1, 2011 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Moon Township Board of Supervisors, Allegheny County, met in regular session at the 
Moon Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon Township, PA 15108.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, 
Chairman Jim Vitale presiding. Supervisors present: Mr. Vitale, Mr. Sinatra, Mr. Eicher and Mr. 
Gribben. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ACTION ITEMS:  

(There were none.) 

Mr. Vitale said that prior to this meeting the Board met in executive session on May 25, 2011 to 
discuss personnel issues and legal matters. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Mr. Vitale called for a motion for approval of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
April 6, and Workshop Meeting of April 27, 2011, which were distributed to the Board 
of Supervisors for their approval. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra and seconded by Mr. 
Gribben. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

Reports as they were received will be available for public review for 24 hours at the 
Township Office. They include: 

a. Animal Control  
b. Building Permits 
c. CATV Advisory Board 
d. Deed Transfer 
e. Environmental Advisory Council 
f. Fire Department 
g. H.A.R.B. Board 
h. Local Services Tax 
i. Moon Industrial Development Authority 

j. Moon Transportation Authority 
k. Moon Twp. Municipal Authority 
l. Moon Twp. Public Library 
m. Moon Twp. Recreation Authority 
n. Parks & Recreation Dept. 
o. Planning Commission 
p. Police Department 
q. Road Department 
r. Valley Ambulance Authority 
s. List of bills to be paid

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

A. Mr. Vitale recognized Col. Jeffrey Pennington, Commander of the 911th Airlift Wing, who 
advised citizens about the 2011 Wings Over Pittsburgh Air Show. Col. Pennington 
announced the date of the 2011 air show and the performers that will be appearing at the 
air show. He thanked the Township for the assistance provided to make sure that the air 
show will run smoothly. 

B. Proclamation – Mr. Vitale recognized Mr. Nick Steri, Sr. for his honorable service to the 
country during World War II. He read a Moon Township proclamation honoring Mr. Steri.  

C. Proclamation – On behalf of the Board, Mr. Gribben read a Moon Township proclamation 
recognizing the Moon Odyssey of the Mind team. 
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D. Mr. Vitale advised citizens that the Moon Township Environmental Advisory Council will 
hold Moon Township’s Annual Recycling Day on Saturday, June 4, 2011 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Moon Township Municipal Building parking lot. 

E. Mr. Vitale said to please join Moon Parks & Recreation for the 3rd Annual 5K Run/Walk on 
Saturday July 2, 2011.  The event starts at 9:00 a.m. and will begin at Greater Pittsburgh 
Orthopedic Associates Office, our platinum sponsor.  Registration information can be 
obtained on the Moon Park website at www.moonparks.org or by calling the Park Office at 
412-262-1703. 

F. Mr. Vitale announced that The Moon Township Annual Independence Day Celebration with 
special thanks to Clearview Federal Credit Union will be on Monday, July 4th with activities 
beginning at 4:00 p.m. for the kids, the stage show beginning at 6 p.m. and fireworks at 
dark. For more information, visit the Moon Parks website at www.moonparks.org. He 
recognized Parks Director Dana Kasler who gave details of the plans for the Independence 
Day celebration and the performers that will be appearing. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to designate Moon Area School District Director 
of Fiscal and School Services Mr. Al Bennett as the tax appeal hearing officer in the matter 
of Keith and Christine Story for the 2006 Earned Income Tax appeal hearing on June 7, 
2011 as authorized in the Taxpayer Bill of Rights Resolution R-32-1998. Motion made by 
Mr. Gribben, seconded by Mr. Eicher. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

B. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to advertise for bids for the addition to the 
Mooncrest Community Center. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Eicher. All 
Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

C. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve the request to PennDOT by the 
Montour Trail Council to close Hassam Road for four hours from 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. the 
morning of Saturday, September 24, 2011 for a bicycling event. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, 
seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

D. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to approve a banner sign to be erected across 
Beaver Grade Road and adopt Resolution R-12-2011 accordingly, conditional upon the 
Rotary Club’s compliance with all PennDOT requirements and an indemnification in a form 
acceptable to the Township Solicitor. Motion made by Mr. Eicher, seconded by Mr. Gribben. 
All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

E. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to authorize the appropriate Township officers to 
execute an addendum to the Operating Agreement between the Township and the Moon 
Township Recreation Authority deferring the scheduled June and July 2011 fee payments 
by the Authority to the Township, with the parties to develop a schedule for repayment of the 
deferred amounts prior to the due date of the September 2011 payment, said agreement to 
be in a form acceptable to the Township Solicitor. Motion made by Mr. Eicher, seconded by 
Mr. Sinatra. Mr. Eicher said that when the Bon Air Golf Course was purchased and became 
Moon Golf Club, the Township created the Moon Recreation Authority to operate the golf 
course. As part of that agreement, the Township borrowed money through a bond issue with 
the repayment of that bond by the recreation authority, resulting in no taxpayer dollars going 

http://www.moonparks.org/�
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into the operation of the golf course. The authority has worked hard since they took over the 
course to improve and upgrade it. He thinks that they have been very successful. However, 
they have run into some problems. This has been a very wet spring so the revenue that they 
had planned to get this spring did not develop. In the agreement for the debt service, the 
authority is to make three payments to the Township—one in June, one in July and one in 
September. The authority came to the Board’s latest workshop meeting and explained the 
situation. If they had to make those payments in June and July it would severely curtail their 
ability to operate the course until the weather changes. This is a stop-gap measure to insure 
that the course can operate and still not use taxpayer dollars. By approving this, the Board 
will simply be delaying those two payments. The situation will be re-examined in September. 
All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

F. Action Item—Mr. Vitale called for a motion to authorize the proper Township officers to 
execute a settlement agreement with Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Wal-Mart Stores East, 
LP, resolving the litigation pending before the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court at 
Docket No. 88 C.D. 2011, in a form consistent with the draft agreement dated June 1, 
2011, and to undertake all actions contemplated thereunder. Motion made by Mr. 
Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. Yes votes were cast by Mr. Sinatra, Mr. Gribben and 
Mr. Vitale. Mr. Eicher voted no. The motion carried. 

MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS:  

Mr. Vitale called for a motion to pay the bills [check no. 8401 through check no. 8583, 
EFTs, and Capital Reserve check no. 1234 through check no. 1251]. Motion made by 
Mr. Eicher, seconded by Mr. Gribben.  All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 
4-0. 

Mr. Vitale recognized Chief McCarthy and asked him to give some safety tips since this is the last 
meeting before July 4th. Chief McCarthy said that in Pennsylvania it is unlawful for citizens to use 
or set off fireworks. In addition, they are extraordinarily unsafe. Sparklers are not covered under 
that statute. He recommended that our citizens enjoy the spectacular fireworks display at Moon 
Park. 

Mr. Vitale recognized our Allegheny County Council Representative Matt Drozd who gave an 
update on happenings at the County level and answered questions from the Board from various 
topics. He said that he is available to be of service to the Board or the residents.  

REMARKS FROM THE SUPERVISORS: 

Mr. Gribben said that earlier in the meeting he read a proclamation honoring Moon students who 
went to the Odyssey of the Mind World Championship. He wanted to thank the Moon school board 
for supporting this adventure. The students did a significant amount of fundraising. It is a worthwhile 
adventure for the students and they learned a lot. He thanked the school board and thanked the 
residents for supporting the fundraising efforts. 

Mr. Eicher said that the weather finally feels like summer is here. Children are out of school and 
people are outside enjoying themselves. He urged people to have an enjoyable but safe summer 
and have a Happy July 4th. 
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Mr. Sinatra said that earlier in the meeting the Board recognized Mr. Nick Steri. Mr. Steri showed 
his commitment to serving in the armed forces. It makes him proud to have people like that living in 
our community and making a commitment to protecting our country. He told everyone to have a 
Happy July 4th. 

Mr. Vitale said that for the Odyssey of the Mind students that were in attendance, it was a job well 
done. He saw Mr. Steri and thinks that he really felt appreciated. When everyone in the room gave 
him a standing ovation, Mr. Vitale said that he felt very proud. He wished everyone have a good, 
healthy and safe July 4th and we will see everyone next month. 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

 (There were none.) 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
  Janet L. Sieracki 
  Assistant Municipal Secretary 
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