
 Workshop Meeting 
 January 26, 2011 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Workshop Meeting of the Moon Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, Chairman Jim Vitale presiding.  Supervisors 
present:  Jim Vitale, Frank Sinatra and Andy Gribben. Also present:  Jeanne Creese, Adam 
McGurk, Jeff Ziegler, Lisa Lapaglia, Meghan McNamara, Tim Bish, Mal Petroccia, Tom Arnold, 
Arnold Jones, and Kim Lawrence of The Post-Gazette. 

Mr. Vitale said that prior to this meeting the Board met in executive session. Some of the topics 
discussed were Wal-Mart, the Carnot garage, A.R. Builders, and a group residence in the 
Amherst neighborhood. Mr. Arnold asked for more information concerning the Carnot garage. 
Mr. Bish explained that the Board was receiving advice of counsel regarding that matter. Mr. 
Vitale said that there was an executive session regarding personnel and litigation on December 
8, 2010 and January 3, 2011. 

Public Comments on Agenda Action Items: 

 (There were none.) 

General Comments from the Public: 

 (There were none.) 

Action Items: 

Mr. Vitale called for a motion to adopt Resolution R-9-2011 certifying that Moon 
Township is willing to participate in the Allegheny County Energy Conservation Measure 
(ACECM) Retrofit Phase as part of Allegheny County’s Energy Program for Municipalities 
financed by a Block Grant through the U.S. Department of Energy. Motion made by Mr. 
Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. Mr. Vitale asked Ms. Creese to explain this motion. Ms. 
Creese said that at the end of last year Moon Township became part of a County-wide grant 
process. This grant is from Federal Block Grant money that is for municipal buildings. This was 
previously discussed with the Board and the funds are only applicable to municipal buildings. 
County representatives came and did an audit of our municipal building. This is the second 
phase of the process. The audit results will be verified and the municipal building will receive a 
lighting retrofit with any of their suggestions. The estimated cost savings for Moon Township 
will be $1,193. The bad news is that our cost savings is not as large as some of the other 
municipalities. However, the good news is that it indicated that our current energy costs were 
very effective during the period that preceded the audit. This is all being done at no cost to the 
Township.  Mr. Vitale called for a roll call vote. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion 
carried 3-0. 

Mr. Vitale called for a motion to enter into an access agreement with Synergy Real Estate 
Corporation for access to Township property located at 548 Carnot Road in a manner 
acceptable to the Township Solicitor. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. 
Mr. Vitale asked if there were any comments from the public. Mr. Arnold asked why this is 
being done. Mr. Bish explained that this is an agreement by which Synergy could access the 
Township’s Carnot garage property to do core borings. It gives them permission to access the 
property. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. 
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Discussion Items: 

1. 2011 Reorganization Meeting Remaining Appointments:  

a. Mr. Vitale said that there are still six appointments that the Board needs to make to 
fill vacancies on various Township boards. There are some people who have 
expressed a desire to serve on some of the boards.  

 Ms. Creese said that Mr. Michael Biertempfel expressed an interest in serving on 
the MCA-TV Advisory Board or Environmental Advisory Committee. Mr. Vitale 
called for a motion to appointment Mr. Biertempfel to either the MCA-TV Advisory 
Board or EAC. Mr. Sinatra made a motion to appoint Mr. Biertempfel to the EAC, 
seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. 

 Mr. Vitale called for nominations to fill two vacancies on the UCC Board of 
Appeals. Mario Panucci and David Buskirk expressed an interest in serving on 
that board. Mr. Gribben made a motion to appoint Mario Panucci as the regular 
member and David Buskirk as the alternate member to the UCC Board of 
Appeals. Motion seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors present voting yes, 
motion carried 3-0. 

 Mr. Vitale said that Mr. Arnold Jones of Cypress Drive expressed an interest in 
serving on the Historical Architectural Review Board. Mr. Gribben made a motion 
to appoint Arnold Jones to the HARB board, seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All 
Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. 

 Mr. Vitale said that we have a vacancy on the Moon Industrial Development 
Authority. Ms. Creese said that Mr. Mellor sent in a letter of interest in serving on 
a Township board or agency although his preference would be to serve on the 
Zoning Hearing Board or Planning Commission. Ms. Creese said that she was on 
the phone with Mr. Webster of the Industrial Development Authority and he said 
that the MIDA board does not have a vacancy. Mr. Vitale said that we should 
check with Mr. Webster and then ask Mr. Mellor if he would be interested in filling 
this vacancy should one exist. Ms. Creese said that she would contact him. Mr. 
Mellor has extensive experience with airport projects and large construction and 
would be a good fit. She would contact him to see if he is interested in a MIDA 
appointment before the Board takes action to appoint him. Mr. Sinatra made a 
motion to appoint Mr. Mellor to the MIDA board, seconded by Mr. Gribben. All 
Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. 

 Mr. Vitale said that there is one more vacancy which is on the MCA-TV Advisory 
Board. No one has come forward to volunteer to serve on this board. The Board 
decided to hold this appointment until someone comes forward. 

b. Appointment of Special Counsel – Mr. Vitale said that the Township is still in 
negotiations with the Police and has retained Campbell, Durrant & Beatty for those 
negotiations. He asked if the Board needs to vote to continue that. Ms. Creese said 
that the Board should vote on their appointment for 2011 as their appointment last 
year was for 2010. Mr. Gribben made a motion to retain Campbell, Durrant, Beatty, 
Miller & Palumbo to finish the Act 111 representation of the Township. Motion 
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seconded by Mr. Sinatra. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. Mr. 
Vitale said that the Board needs to take action to appoint special counsel for the RVB 
litigation. Mr. Sinatra made a motion to appoint Sainovich & Santicola. Motion 
seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. Mr. 
Vitale said that the next matter to consider is the appointment of special counsel for 
litigation with Greg Smith. Mr. Sinatra made a motion to appoint the firm of Sainovich 
& Santicola. Motion seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors present voting yes, 
motion carried 3-0. 

2. 2011 Public Recognition Program / Review New Public Meeting Procedures – Mr. Vitale 
said he would like the Board to discuss some new procedures for recognizing people at 
the Board’s public meetings. He asked if there is some new procedure that the Board 
should undertake. Ms. Creese said that she and Meghan McNamara met with Mr. Vitale 
to discuss several things with him in his new role as Chairman. He asked that the 
Township take a more aggressive role in recognizing citizens for their volunteer efforts 
by the Board. It was felt that the recognition process could be streamlined in order to 
make the meeting flow more smoothly. She asked Ms. McNamara to write up some 
guidelines for the recognition process for both the photographs and the presenting of the 
proclamations that she distributed to the Board. Ms. McNamara and Ms. Creese went 
over the photography and recognition procedure. A copy of the guidelines is in the 
Board’s packets. A discussion ensued on the recognition procedure and how public 
recognition of volunteers and citizens would be solicited and evaluated. If the Board has 
any suggestions on these guidelines they can let either Ms. Creese or Ms. McNamara 
know. Mr. Vitale said that we can try this procedure for several months and then 
reevaluate how it is working. 

3. 2011 Workshop Meeting/Executive Session Schedule – Mr. Vitale said that he talked to 
staff about this matter. One of the things we would like to do is to try to get these 
meetings started on time. One way to accomplish that is to hold executive session until 
the end and begin the meeting at 6:00 p.m. This way the meeting can start on time and 
executive session can continue as long as necessary. Mr. Sinatra said that his view is 
that discussions in executive session can get quite heated and lengthy. If the Board 
knows that the 7:00 p.m. starting time for the regular meeting is approaching, they can 
finalize or suspend the discussion and, if necessary, resume after the regular meeting or 
schedule a special meeting. He always felt it was good to have an end point for 
executive sessions. After discussion, the Board opted to move the Workshop Meeting up 
to 6:00 p.m. with executive session afterward but keep the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
The Board was agreeable to this schedule change. 

4. Parks & Recreation – Ms. Creese said that Mr. Kasler had planned to discuss this with 
the Board but was unavailable this evening. However, the Township received payment 
request No. 11 from Liberoni for Moon Park Phase I which she and Mr. Petroccia can 
discuss. They are not recommending payment of this request. Mr. Petroccia said that 
about $17,000 was withheld from their retainage for several items—the seeding and the 
grass, which they finished to the Township’s satisfaction. There are still some small 
outstanding items with the dugouts that were finished. The big outstanding item is the 
tennis courts. They fixed the two tennis court poles that pulled out of alignment. But in 
fixing them, they left a very rough area around the base of each pole that will need to be 
repaired this spring. There is also an 80’ crack that has developed parallel to the fence. 
Mr. Kasler was going to get an estimate of what it would cost to make those repairs, but 
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has not gotten it yet. As a result, Mr. Petroccia said that he is recommending not paying 
them anything until that cost estimate is obtained. Any amount above and beyond those 
repair costs can be released to Liberoni. 

5. Planning Items: 

a. Proposed Commissary—Mr. McGurk said that he has been meeting with the 
Defense Commissary agency for the past year. They are the Federal agency that 
designs and constructs commissaries around the around the country. The 
proposed facility will be at the corner of University Boulevard and I-376. The 
Federal Government is not required to comply with local zoning. But they have 
worked with us to bring the property closer to our zoning ordinance than it was 
when they originally started. They recognize that it is the gateway to our 
Township and it will be a very nice facility. On their behalf, Allegheny County 
Economic Development is going to present this plan to the Board of Supervisors 
for informational purposes at next Wednesday’s regular meeting. It will not be an 
action item for the Board. 

b. AutoZone Land Development Plan—Mr. McGurk said that a land development 
plan was submitted to demolish the Trivia Pub and build an AutoZone facility 
within the University Boulevard overlay district. They did get a recommendation 
last evening from the Planning Commission. However, the developer did request 
two conditional use deviations. We cannot advertise a public hearing in time for 
next week’s meeting so this application will be pushed back until the Board’s 
March meeting. It will be for the land development plan and the two deviation 
requests, one is for the number of driveways to the site and the other is for the 
distance of the driveways from the neighboring driveways. 

c. PA Army National Guard—Mr. McGurk said that the PA Army National Guard 
has resubmitted their plan for their support maintenance facility at the airport site. 
This is a facility that will service their vehicles from the west of Johnstown and 
the south of Erie. It will be a 108,000 square foot facility with offices, classrooms, 
storage and maintenance. They received a recommendation last evening from 
the Planning Commission for approval and there are two conditional use 
requests for this project which will require a public hearing next week. Both are 
landscaping deviations. The first is to have more than ten parking spaces without 
the landscape island. The second is for a bufferyard deviation—not for the 
quantity of plantings but for their arrangement for security purposes. 

d & e West Hills Nissan and Moon Auto Body—Mr. McGurk said that these are both 
additions to their existing facilities on University Boulevard. Both of these have 
significant deficiencies that need to be addressed and asked to be tabled prior to 
last evening’s Planning Commission meeting.  

f. Comprehensive Plan Update—Mr. McGurk said that he emailed a memo to the 
Board earlier in the week that recommended a short list of four firms—Michael 
Baker, Trans Associates, Olson & Associates and Pogemeyer Design Group—
for interviews on February 16, 2011. He also outlined a schedule for the Board to 
submit questions to him for forwarding to the consultants. Their responses can 
be reviewed by the Board prior to the interviews. In the case of Michael Baker, in 
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the past if any type of conflict arose with the Township Engineer, we always used 
Gateway Engineers, which could be done if needed. 

g. Madison Woods Entrance Sign—Mr. McGurk said that he met with two residents 
of Madison Woods. They would like to install an entrance sign at Madison 
Woods. However, they do not have any property at the corner commonly owned 
by the association. They are requesting permission to put it in the right-of-way. It 
would be a removable sign that could be taken down if we ever need to access 
the property. It would be situated in their existing landscaping. If the Board has 
no problem with it, Mr. McGurk said that he was going to ask for their 
authorization for the residents to install this sign subject to a review by the Public 
Works Director for any sight distance or utility concerns. Mr. Bish said that if the 
residents are using a Township right-of-way, they are using Township property 
so there should be some type of approval document with the residents. Mr. Vitale 
called for a motion to authorize Babst Calland to prepare a license agreement 
and authorize this sign. Motion made by Mr. Sinatra, seconded by Mr. Gribben. 
All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 3-0. 

6. Distribution of 2010 Moon Police Arrest Data—Ms. Creese said that this data is being 
distributed from Chief McCarthy. There are two documents. The first document is the 
2010 Crime Statistics for Moon Township. This shows all of the reporting incidents and 
categories. The second report shows individual statistics that Chief McCarthy tracks. A 
meaningful statistic is the number of drunk diving arrests. She explained some of the 
findings and trends shown in these reports. The Board can review these reports at their 
leisure. She asked that the Board please be aware of the confidentiality of these reports 
as some of the investigations are still ongoing. 

7. Review of the Results of the 2011 Insurance Program—Ms. Creese said that as 
discussed toward the end of last year, the Township retained Baily Raabe & Associates 
to review and market the Township’s insurance coverage. A copy of the report was 
provided to the Board. The report contains a graphical representation that outlines 
Keppel Insurance (the Township’s expiring insurance carrier) and quotes for renewals. 
The summary of the report indicates that the cost for our insurance last year was 
$130,035. The renewal will be $121,114. Therefore, we have a decrease in cost of 
$8,921. The summary also shows the comparative cost of other firms. The report goes 
into extensive detail and the Board can go over the report at their convenience. She, 
Lisa Lapaglia and Jeff Ziegler were all impressed with the thoroughness and cost-
effectiveness of Baily Raabe and would recommend using them again. Mr. Vitale asked 
if this type of review would be done every year. Ms. Creese said that she would not 
recommend doing it every year, probably about every three years.  

8. Review of Moon Township Public Works Winter Operations Snow & Ice Manual—Ms. 
Creese said that a copy of this manual was placed in the Board’s packets. Toward the 
end of last year she discussed with Public Works Administrator John Scott and Public 
Works Director Jim Henkemeyer that she would like to see a written manual for winter 
operations.  She received the document from John Scott and was very pleased with his 
first attempt to compile such a manual. This is the first written procedural document that 
department has produced and it is well done. John Scott has also worked closely with 
Meghan McNamara in producing the winter advisory newsletter. These documents give 
answers on how winter operations happen. We are talking about starting salt brine 
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operations next year and there will be a new system to measure complaints. If the Board 
has any questions after reading this manual they can let her know. 

9. 2011 Goals and Objectives—Ms. Creese said that we discussed goals and objectives 
somewhat during the budget process. We now need to commence that process for 
2011. She talked about how this was done in prior years. Department heads submit their 
goals and objectives for their particular department for consideration. The lists are then 
compiled and prioritized. She will be requesting that the department heads begin 
compiling their lists for presentation to the Board. The Board can then develop their own 
ideas of what they would like to see accomplished.  A master list which is sorted and 
ranked can then be considered and discussed. There are some projects that are already 
underway, such as records retention, that will be ongoing over a number of years. Goals 
and objectives are an important part of capital budgeting and strategic planning. She will 
get the Board the forms they need to begin compiling their list. Department heads will 
also soon be instructed to start on their lists.  

10. Upcoming Scheduling—Ms. Creese said that the Allegheny County Airport Authority has 
asked to schedule the bi-annual meeting with the Board of Supervisors. They requested 
to come here to the Municipal Building for this meeting. The Board indicated that they 
were available either February 28 or March 9. Ms. Creese said that she and Mr. McGurk 
are going to attempt to meet with them before that time to discuss the lease agreement 
for the Stevenson Mill Road garage site and get permission from them to put fuel tanks 
on that site to replace the Carnot Road garage site. 

Ms. Creese reminded the Board that 11:00 a.m. on this upcoming Friday in our 
auditorium will be the renaming ceremony for the Thorn Run Interchange hosted by 
Representative Mark Mustio. If any of the Board members are attending, they can let her 
know. 

Ms. Creese said that on next week’s regular meeting agenda will be a motion to 
authorize advertisement of the 2011 road program. She met with Jim Henkemeyer and 
John Scott this morning and they presented their list of roads, a copy of which will be in 
the Board’s next packet. Mr. Petroccia said that he will have the project manual next 
week. Also on the agenda will be a MIDA resolution for the Villa St. Joseph in Baden. 

Township Solicitor: 

1. Report on Solicitor Transition—Mr. Bish said that on behalf of Blaine Lucas, himself and 
Babst Calland, he would like to thank the Board for the appointment as solicitor and they 
look forward to representing the Township. They also appreciate the assistance of Mr. 
Santicola, Mr. Firman and the Township staff. They made the solicitor transition very 
smooth and efficient. They have been coming up to speed on Township legal issues. 
The Township has obtained the legal files and everything has been running very 
smoothly and efficiently. 

2. Wal-Mart Project—Mr. Bish said that, pursuant to the directive of the Board, on 
January 14 an appeal of the Common Pleas Court decision to the Commonwealth Court 
was filed. 
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Township Engineer: 

1. 2011 Road Program/ENVISTA—Mr. Petroccia said that he received the prioritized list of 
roads from the Township. Since it has been snowing since Christmas, Public Works 
really hasn’t had time to measure the roads but has been attempting to do so when they 
are not doing winter maintenance. It will take about a week to complete the bid package. 
He will provide five copies and a CD to the Township for review. The two streets that 
were taken off the base bid last year will be top two streets on the list this year. Those 
streets are Beacon Hill Drive and Corporate Center Drive. We will try to aim for $950,000 
for the base bid. His expectation is that costs will be approximately 15 percent higher 
this year based on the asphalt costs. After the meeting he will demonstrate for the Board 
the recently acquired ENVISTA computer program. He said that he appreciates the 
Supervisors approving the expenditure to acquire this software. It is a very useful 
program. 

2. PennDOT Changes to Stormwater Policy—Mr. Petroccia said that he and Mr. McGurk 
both found out the same information. PennDOT District 11 has had several requests for 
Highway Occupancy Permits to connect to their stormwater system where the township 
has had to take responsibility for the connection. One request was in Mt. Lebanon and 
the other was in Whitehall. Those municipalities have signed off on those HOP’s and in 
each case made the developer make either annual payments or a lump sum payment. 
He felt that annual payments would be risky as sometimes developers disappear. This is 
why PennDOT wants the municipalities to sign off on these as they cannot keep contact 
with the developer if there is a maintenance problem in the future. He expects this issue 
to heat up this year because there are a number of municipalities across the state that 
are refusing to sign off on these stormwater HOP’s. This may result in some changes in 
the policy and it may be going back to Harrisburg. Mr. McGurk said that he spoke to 
John Brosnan, the permit manager at the district office. He said that he is eager to get 
responses from municipalities on how this is being received. It will affect development up 
and down University Boulevard. 

3. Foxwood Knolls Construction Issues/Bond Reduction—Mr. Petroccia said that the 
Supervisors are very aware of the road issues at Foxwood Knolls. He did an inspection 
and found that there are springs there coming out of the hillside. There are red beds 
there that pass under the newly constructed road. The contractor is making repairs 
without consulting a geotechnical engineer. Both he and Jim Henkemeyer have been at 
the site inspecting and documenting the work. A letter was written to the developer 
directing that his geotechnical engineer be consulted so that the repairs are done 
properly. The utility lines are also improperly placed. Due to these issues, he is not 
recommending a bond reduction at this time. A letter will be written the developer 
advising him of this. Mr. McGurk said that the developer has written the Township 
requesting a bond reduction so the Board has to take action at the regular meeting to 
deny this bond reduction request. A motion will be on the regular meeting agenda. Mr. 
Bish said that if there is a denial, Mr. Petroccia’s letter should be referenced in the 
motion. 

Mr. Sinatra asked the status of the Autumn Woods development and the landslide there. 
Mr. Petroccia said that he was at the site at the beginning of December. The top is still 
moving down and the bottom is into the stream. The slide is moving slowly at this point 
but he believes it will move faster in the spring. He told PennDOT that and there were 
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emails in December but he has not heard anything since. Mr. Chickini owns the property 
down where the stream is located. Mr. McGurk said that Mr. Chickini has had delays 
from state agencies reviewing his plan that has slowed him down in making any repairs. 

4. Sonoma Ridge Bond Reductions—Mr. Petroccia said that he is recommending bond 
reductions for Sonoma Ridge Phases 1, 2 and 3. The developer asked for a complete 
refund but there are several things that are still outstanding. The bond reduction 
amounts are detailed in his January 21, 2011 review letter. A motion will be on the 
Board’s regular meeting agenda. 

In going back to the PennDOT stormwater policy, Mr. McGurk said that we need to 
formulate some type of Township response to this so that the developers are aware of 
the Township’s stance on this issue.  He feels that the Township should not be signing 
off on this. However, the developers are then caught in the middle. Ms. Creese said that 
we may want to consult the state organizations such as PSATS to see if they have an 
opinion on this issue. 

5. N. Flaugherty Run Road Bridge—Mr. Petroccia said that Baker’s bridge group teaches 
bridge inspection and evaluation. They had someone take a quick look at the bridge. 
There are several options for this bridge. The bridge has been there for 50 years and the 
concrete underneath that makes up the deck of the bridge has worn off to the point that 
the rebar is exposed. There are only 5 – 7 houses on this road that need to use that 
bridge. He explained the repair options that are available for consideration. At some 
point, this bridge is going to need to be re-decked. One option is to re-deck one-half at a 
time so that the bridge can remain open to travel. If the choice is to re-deck it all at the 
same time, the citizens would have to go out through Hopewell. He will provide the 
Board with some cost estimates for these repairs and look into what, if any, federal or 
state money might be available.  

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Janet L. Sieracki 
 Assistant Municipal Secretary 


