
MOON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

March 28, 2012 – 6 PM 

 

Board Present: Staff  Present: 
Marvin Eicher, Chairman Jeanne Creese, Township Manager 
Andy Gribben Jeff Ziegler, Assistant Township Manager 
Jim Vitale Lisa Lapaglia, Finance Director 
John Hertzer Dana Kasler, Parks & Recreation Director 
 Alexis Sergeant, Communications Director 
 Janet Sieracki, Assistant Municipal Secretary 
 
Others Present: 
Tim Bish, Township Solicitor Pat Cooper 
Mal Petroccia, Township Engineer Jim Martin 
Gavin Robb, Special Counsel Sam DiCicco 
Robert Mihok, Ryan Homes Sam DiCicco, Jr. 
Jayne DiCicco Kepfer Joseph D’Andrea 
Matthew Boynton Larry Bufalini 
Anthony Braun Ryan Finigan, Scout 
 Jimmy Nepper, Scout 
 
Public Hearing – Dunkin Donuts Sidewalk Waiver Request: 
 
Public Hearing opened by Chairman Eicher. Presentation was made on behalf of the applicant by 
Matthew Boynton on the sidewalk waiver being requested. Mr. Bish explained the waiver 
request and listed the documents entered into the record.  
 
Mr. Eicher asked for public comments. (There were none.) 
 
Mr. Eicher called for a motion to close the public hearing. Motion made by Mr. Vitale and 
seconded by Mr. Gribben. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Action Item:  Mr. Eicher called for a motion to approve/deny the conditional use application 
filed by the Heartland Restaurant Group, LLC under §208-506.H of the Township Zoning 
Ordinance requesting a deviation from the Township CVO Carnot Village Overlay District 
sidewalk requirements of §208.506.B. of the Zoning Ordinance for the proposed Dunkin Donuts 
Restaurant Development on property located at 830 Beaver Grade Road adjacent to the 
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intersection with Carnot Road. Motion made by Mr. Vitale, seconded by Mr. Hertzer, to require 
the sidewalk on the Beaver Grade Road portion and waive the sidewalk requirement for the 
Carnot Road portion but require the payment in lieu of the Carnot Road sidewalk, per Mr. 
Petroccia’s recommended total amount. Motion carried 4 – 0. 
 
Foxwood Knolls PRD Phase 1 Modification Request (Lots 156, 157 and 158): 
 
Action Item (following last meeting’s public hearing) – Mr. Eicher called for a motion to 
approve/deny the Planned Residential Development (PRD) modification request filed by 
Maronda Homes, Inc., requesting a modification of the 50 foot perimeter building line 
requirement of §208-1312.D(3)(a) of the Township Zoning Ordinance in order to permit a 30 
foot perimeter building line for Lots 156, 157 and 158 of Phase 1 of the Foxwood Knolls PRD, 
which will correspond with the proposed 30 foot rear setback on these lots. Motion to approve 
made by Mr. Gribben and seconded by Mr. Vitale. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion 
carried 4 – 0. 
 
Action Items –  
 
Mr. Eicher called for a motion to approve/deny the amended final plan known as Foxwood 
Knolls PRD Phase 1, Revision 1, which incorporates the perimeter building line modification 
request for Lots 156, 157 and 158 of Phase 1 of the Foxwood Knolls PRD with the 30’ setback. 
Motion to approve made by Mr. Gribben and seconded by Mr. Hertzer. Motion carried 4 – 0. 

Mr. Eicher called for a motion to award the bids for the sale of miscellaneous Moon Township 
equipment obtained by on-line auction at Municibid.com as recommended by the Public Works 
Administrator in his memo dated March 26, 2012 in the amount of $10,884. Motion made by Mr. 
Hertzer and seconded by Mr. Gribben. Motion carried 4 – 0. 

Discussion Items –  

Scott Station Land Development Plan: 

Pat Cooper of Gateway Engineers made a sketch plan presentation of a proposed development on 
GSK Drive for an extended stay hotel and office building. The plan is being developed by Mr. 
DiCicco. 

Marcellus Shale Update: 

Special Counsel Gavin Robb gave an update on Act 13. Mr. Robb has also done a review of the 
Township’s current zoning ordinance and oil & gas drilling ordinance. He provided the Board 
and staff with two memos outlining his review. He drafted an ordinance repealing Township 
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Ordinance No. 629 and adopting provisions that re in compliance with the new Act 13 
legislation. The Township must be in compliance by August 14. 

Planning Department: 

Beaver Grade Road / Thorn Run Road Signal & ARLE Grant: 

The Township has received an ARLE grant for the above intersection and signal project. 
However, the project  has already been awarded. A request was made to PennDOT to use the 
grant funds elsewhere, such as the Beaver Grade Road/Montour Run Road intersection and 
signal. A decision is pending from PennDOT. 

Scott J. Hyde Plan of Lots: 

This plan may be on the Board’s regular meeting agenda next week for consideration. Mr. Bish 
said that there are still some outstanding issues. 

Pittsburgh International Business Park: 

This was presented as a sketch plan last month and appeared before the Planning Commission at 
their meeting last evening. Mr. Bish discussed the flex space zoning in the BP zoning district. 
The criteria for flex space in the BP district is that flex space can only be 50 percent of the total 
space. A discussion ensued on the developer’s request for a zoning amendment. A zoning 
amendment will require a public hearing. 

Parks Department: 

Request to Rename Pond in Moon Park: 

Mr. Kasler said that a request was received from the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board to 
rename the pond in Moon Park in honor of one of Moon Township’s most long-serving public 
servant, Mr. Edwin Nelson. The Board was in favor of this recognition. The renaming will take 
place at the upcoming regular meeting on April 4. 

Athletic Lighting: 

Mr. Kasler said that there is a manufacturer of athletic field lighting on State contract. The 
lighting can be purchased directly from the manufacturer on State contract and the installation 
can be bid.  By doing so, we are looking at a $70,000 savings. Mr. Eicher asked that a 
comparison be done with GE lighting. Mr. Kasler said that he would do so. 

Board of Supervisors Strategic Planning Session: 
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Mr. Ziegler provided the Board with a goal-setting outline that was submitted by Mike Foreman 
of the DCED. He asked the Board to review the outline and get their comments back to him 
along with some potential dates for scheduling the strategic planning session. The Board was 
interested in scheduling the strategic planning session on an upcoming Saturday morning. 

Paperless Agenda Project: 

Ms. Creese said that if the Board has not already done so to please review the software link 
provided to the Township by the software vendor, BoardDocs, for developing paperless agendas 
and agenda packets. The staff has reviewed the software and found it to be the most user-friendly 
of the software packages that have been reviewed to date. 

Pending Meeting Requests: 

The following pending meetings are being scheduled: 

 Meeting with the MTA 
 PNC for a pension plan update 

Regular Meeting Agenda Items: 

The following announcements or motions will be on the regular meeting agenda: 

 Motion to make an appointment to the Riverview Sanitary Authority to fill an unexpired 
term 

 Presentation by Moon High School Senior Christian Winskunas 
 Presentation by John Riley of the MTMA on the recent sewage rate increase 
 Proclamation for Administrative Professionals Week 
 Announcement of Earth Day 
 Adoption of Allegheny County Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 Resolution in support of the 911th  
 Resolution urging the legislature to amend the Prevailing Wage Act 
 Resolution in support of T.I.G.E.R. grant for Thorn Run Interchange, per the MTA 

Township Solicitor –  

Mr. Bish said that the deadline for filing appeals by taxpayers is Monday, April 2, 2012. 

Township Engineer –  

Cherrington Community Center Roof/HVAC Replacement: 

Mr. Petroccia said that he has been working with consultant Jim Chorba on this project. The 
replacement project is being combined into one bid specification package and will be ready in 
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two weeks. The project will go out for bid at the end of April. We anticipate an award date in 
May. 

Action Item: Mr. Eicher called for a motion that as soon as the bid specifications are prepared, 
the staff and solicitor review the specifications and the project go out for bid. Motion made by 
Mr. Gribben and seconded by Mr. Hertzer. Motion carried 4-0. 

Beaver Grade Road/Thorn Run Road PennDOT Award: 

Mr. Petroccia spoke to the project manager in Harrisburg who said the project would have to be 
rebid according to their rules. The money may be approved to be moved to another 
intersection—hopefully, Beaver Grade Road and Thorn Run Road. A meeting is scheduled with 
Robinson Township. The Board directed that Michael Facchiano Contracting be given the notice 
to proceed with the Beaver Grade Road/Thorn Run Road signal and sidewalk project. 

Autumn Woods Landslide Update: 

The project is about 70 percent completed. The landslide material has been removed from the 
site. There is about four more weeks of work remaining and two more weeks to do the 
stormwater work. Baker received a request for a bond reduction. Mr. Petroccia recommended 
that the Board consider approving the bond reduction request this evening as enough work has 
been done and the contractor can get paid. 

Action Item:  Motion to approve the bond reduction made by Mr. Vitale, seconded by Mr. 
Gribben. Motion carried 4 – 0. 

Safe Routes to School/Brooks School Sidewalk: 

The plans have been submitted and accepted by PennDOT. PennDOT has requested a meeting 
that Mr. Petroccia will attend along with the appraiser. 

2012 Road Program: 

The Road Program contract was awarded and contracts signed. The Road Program will be ready 
to commence when the asphalt plants open. 

North Flaugherty Run Road Bridge: 

The surveyors were on site this week. This work is making progress. A scope of work was 
received which was much more expensive than anticipated. Mr. Petroccia directed that it be 
pared down. 
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Mooncrest Building Addition: 

The building addition is progressing nicely. The pad has been poured and the walls are up. It will 
soon be under roof. 

Executive Session: 

The Board went into executive session at 9:30 p.m. and returned to the public meeting at 11:40 
p.m. 

Action Item: 

Motion to reinstate Adam McGurk to the position of Assistant Township Manager/Planning 
Director with full seniority at an annual salary of $68,290.63 effective April 16, 2012 made by 
Mr. Vitale and seconded by Mr. Gribben. Motion carried 4 – 0. 

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 11:43 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Janet L. Sieracki, Assistant Municipal Secretary 


