
MOON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

June 27, 2012 – 6 PM 

 

Board Present: Staff  Present: 
Marvin Eicher, Chairman Jeanne Creese, Township Manager 
Andy Gribben Jeff Ziegler, Assistant Township Manager 
Jim Vitale Adam McGurk, Assistant Township Manager 
John Hertzer Lisa Lapaglia, Finance Director 
 Alexis Sergeant, Communications Director 
 Janet Sieracki, Assistant Municipal Secretary 
 
Others Present: 
Tim Bish, Township Solicitor 
Mal Petroccia, Township Engineer 
Bill Joyce, Robert Morris University 
Lafe Metz, Buchanan Ingersoll 
Jim Copenhaver, Resident 
 
Executive Session: 
 
Mr. Eicher announced the executive session held by the Board of Supervisors on May 30, 2012 
to discuss personnel and litigation matters. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Action Items: 

 None 

General Comments from the Public: 
 
 None 

ACTION ITEMS –  

Mr. Eicher called for a motion to approve Resolution R-20-2012 approving the annual 
Cooperative Drug Enforcement Agreement between the Township of Moon and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General and authorizing the Township 
Police Chief and Solicitor to execute this agreement on behalf of the Township. Motion made by 
Mr. Vitale and seconded by Mr. Gribben. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS –  

Planning Department: 
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 Pittsburgh International Business Park (PNRD Master Plan Application, Flex Space 
Conditional Use Application and Building 100 Final Plan) – Mr. McGurk explained 
that this plan application and conditional use applications require a public hearing. The 
public hearing has been advertised for the July 2, 2012 regular meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors. The master plan consists of six buildings. A discussion ensued on the flex 
space conditional use application. This plan and conditional use application were 
recommended for approval by the Planning Commission. Mr. Bish will distribute to the 
Board a memo outlining all the proposed conditions for plan approval. Building 100 of 
the plan is being submitted for review pending the master plan approval. It will be on the 
Board’s agenda in August. The PNRD master plan and flex space conditional use 
application will be on the July 2 agenda. 
 

 Cimarron Planned Residential Development – Mr. McGurk said that this plan was also 
before the Planning Commission last week. The developer has submitted a revised 
tentative plan for the PRD as well as the Phase 3 final plan.  The plan will be on the 
Board’s agenda next week. The revised tentative plan is a public hearing. 
 

 Robert Morris University – Mr. McGurk said that the applicant is in attendance this 
evening to discuss RMU’s request for approval of a zoning amendment to permit 
dormitories as a conditional use at the Holiday Inn that is within the C-2 zoning district. 
Currently, three floors are being used to house students in addition to the remainder of the 
hotel being used for hotel guests. This request was tabled by the Planning Commission. 
Lafe Metz of Buchanan Ingersoll and Bill Joyce of Robert Morris University spoke about 
their conditional use request. Robert Morris University President Dell’Omo has requested 
a meeting with the Township to discuss this matter. The Board scheduled the meeting for 
July 17 at 9:00 a.m. Only two members of the Board will attend. 
 

 1521 Coraopolis Heights Road Rezoning Request – Mr. McGurk said that the public 
hearing for this rezoning request has been advertised for the July 2 regular meeting. Mr. 
Tarquinio has also submitted a highway occupancy permit application to regrade his 
driveway in order to improve the sight distance after the rezoning. That work also 
includes stormwater work so the Township is the co-applicant. The application has been 
given to Mr. Petroccia to review. While the highway occupancy application will likely be 
approved, it may take longer than two weeks. Mr. McGurk informed Mr. Tarquinio that 
since the rezoning request has been advertised for July 2, he is recommending that the 
Board open the public hearing and continue the public hearing at the August regular 
meeting. 
 

 Stormwater Facility Maintenance and Ownership – Mr. McGurk emailed to the Board 
a memo outlining potential strategies for how stormwater systems constructed within the 
Township will be owned, operated and maintained. It is the Township’s desire to prepare 
an operations and maintenance policy that complies with the new MS4 regulations. There 
are current projects that are conditioned upon the developer executing a stormwater 
maintenance security agreement. Mr. Petroccia explained the MS4 requirements that the 
Township must comply with. After discussion, the Board directed Mr. McGurk and Ms. 
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Creese to work with the consultants (Mr. Bish and Mr. Petroccia) to make sure we have 
something that both protects the Township and complies with the regulations. 

Jim Copenhaver of Jackson Road thanked the Township Road Department who cleared some 
brush. He noticed the Road Department recently working on the retention pond in 
Whispering Woods, which had been neglected. He is glad that the Board is dealing with this 
issue. He hopes that the taxpayers will not be responsible for the stormwater issue that has 
occurred at Autumn Woods. 

Finance Department: 

Capital Reserve – Ms. Lapaglia said that she gave the Board copies of the monthly capital 
reserve payments. On next week’s agenda there will be approval of a payment to Michael 
Facchiano Contracting next week for the Beaver Grade Road/Thorn Run Road project. That 
payment will be made from bond money. There are still funds for this purpose from the 
Springer Manor development.  

Police Pension Committee – Ms. Creese asked if the Board wanted to take any action per 
Article 8 of the Police Pension Ordinance. The article specifies that the pension plan is to be 
administered by the Plan Administrator, which has traditionally been the Township Manager, 
or a pension plan committee with members appointed by the Board in addition to members 
from the Police Officers Association membership. The current Police Officers Association 
members are Mickey Lonkert and Joe Brace. After discussion, the Board felt that 
administration of the Plan has been done successfully by the Plan Administrator in the past 
and should continue. Motion by Mr. Hertzer and seconded by Mr. Gribben to accept the 
resignations of Mickey Lonkert and Joe Brace as the police officer pension plan 
representatives. All Supervisors present voting yes, motion carried 4-0. Motion by Mr. Vitale 
and seconded by Mr. Hertzer to appoint James Kazmierczak and Bob Phillis as the police 
officer representatives, per Section 8 of Ordinance No. 641. All Supervisors present voting 
yes, motion carried 4-0. Motion to appoint the Township Manager as the Plan Administrator 
and authorize her to designate the Assistant Township Manager and/or Finance Director to 
act in her absence made by Mr. Vitale and seconded by Mr. Hertzer. All Supervisors present 
voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

Municipal Building Renovations – Ms. Creese said that she has begun developing the scope 
of services for renovations to the Moon Township Municipal Building with the funds 
remaining from the bond issue. The highest priority for this project is the replacement of the 
concrete at the Municipal Building and Public Safety Building as well as improvements to 
the exterior lighting. The Municipal Building entryway door also needs to be replaced. There 
are some interior cosmetic items in the Municipal Building included in the scope of services. 
In view of the lack of handicapped parking that is available at the Community Service 
Center, Tax Collector Cathy Tress has requested that the Board consider moving her office to 
the Municipal Building in order to address this parking issue. After discussion, Ms. Creese 
said that it is her recommendation that it is a better use of taxpayer dollars to install several 
more handicapped parking spaces at the Community Service Center rather than reconfigure 
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the space in the Municipal Building to accommodate the tax collector. The Board agreed 
with that recommendation. 

Pending Meeting Requests – Ms. Creese said that she has executed the agreement with 
BoardDocs for the paperless agenda software. Staff will be trained on its use on August 28. 
The software company will then train the elected officials at 4:30 p.m. prior to their 
workshop meeting of August 29. The Board agreed with that schedule. Ms. Lapaglia said that 
she would like to propose that the Board conduct a financial review sometime in August 
prior to commencing next year’s budget process. The Board scheduled the financial review 
for Thursday, August 30, at 6:00 p.m. 

Regular Meeting Agenda Items 

Ms. Creese went over the items for the July 2 regular meeting agenda as listed on the workshop 
agenda. Documentation for these agenda items are in the Board’s packet. Mr. Petroccia confirmed 
the contractor payments to both A. Liberoni for the Moon Park project and Michael Facchiano for 
the Thorn Run/Beaver Grade project as detailed in his letters to the Township. 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR – 

Countywide Reassessment Update 

Mr. Bish said that under the current framework, the 2013 Township budget will have to be 
prepared based on the Township taking in up to 105 percent of the 2012 revenue amount. There is 
still moratorium legislation pending in Harrisburg. 

Mr. Bish said that he still needs to finalize the findings and conclusions for the Foxwood Knolls 
development. He will forward that to Mr. McGurk when finalized. 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER –  

Community Service Center Roof/HVAC Replacement 

Mr. Petroccia said that the contracts have been signed. A pre-construction meeting was held on 
Monday. Some shop drawings are being received. Equipment should be received in five to six 
weeks. Mr. Eicher said that he wanted to make sure that the project is being coordinated between 
the two contractors. The contractors are working together to create a schedule. Both Ms. Creese 
and Mr. Petroccia gave assurances meetings will routinely be held and the project will be closely 
coordinated by all parties. 

Beaver Grade/Thorn Run Signal (Dr. Fedorchak) 

Mr. Petroccia said that Dr. Fedorchak has asked the Beaver Grade/Thorn Run contractor to build 
him a landscape wall in front of the storm drain that is sticking up in the PennDOT right-of-way 
on his property near the newly constructed sidewalk. Mr. Petroccia told him that the least 
expensive and best solution is to put some plantings around it. Dr. Fedorchak was advised that he 
would have to present a proposal to the Board of Supervisors if he wants them to pay for it. Dr. 
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Fedorchak came back with a proposal for a 35’ landscaping wall at a cost of $3,650. PennDOT 
would have to approve it as it would be in the PennDOT right-of-way. After discussion, the 
Board directed that the Township offer to plant shrubbery around the manhole at a cost not to 
exceed $1,000. 

Autumn Woods Landslide 

Mr. Petroccia gave an update on the project. He said that the contractor is continuing to make 
slow but better progress.  

Safe Routes to School / Brooks School Sidewalk 

Mr. Petroccia said that there is nothing new to report on this matter. 

2012 Roadway Improvement Program 

Mr. Petroccia said that the contractor, El Grande, did start paving nine roads last week. Work is 
progressing satisfactorily. 

North Flaugherty Run Road Bridge 

Mr. Petroccia gave an update on the bridge replacement project and showed detailed plans that 
are available at the Township office. The DEP permit has been received. The bridge work will be 
done one side at a time and remain open to traffic. The Erosion & Sedimentation Plan shows the 
need for a small temporary construction easement beyond the right-of-way. Mr. Eicher called for 
a motion to authorize the Township staff, engineer and solicitor to negotiate with the property 
owners for a temporary construction easement for the North Flaugherty Run Road Bridge 
replacement. Motion made by Mr. Gribben and seconded by Mr. Vitale. All Supervisors present 
voting yes, motion carried 4-0. 

Executive Session 

The Board went into executive session at 9:40 p.m. following which the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Janet L. Sieracki, Assistant Municipal Secretary 

 


