RESIDENTIAL BUILDING INSPECTION GUIDE                        MOON TOWNSHIP, PENNSYLVANIA

NEW HOMES, ADDITIONS, GARAGES                                                                                                   PERMITS & INSPECTIONS

                                                                                                                                                                         1000 BEAVER GRADE RD

                                                                                                                                                                   MOON TOWNSHIP, PA 15108

                                                                                                                                                                                              (412) 262-1700                              

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 8am-4 pm, Wednesday 8am-7pm and Friday 8am-12noon.

Inspections are scheduled in the afternoon except on Fridays inspections are scheduled in the morning. 

WHO PERFORMS THE INSPECTIONS

Inspectors from different agencies may inspect your building depending on the type of inspection.

Moon Township Building Inspector (412) 262-1700

Moon Township Fire Marshall  (412) 262-5004 

Moon Township Electrical Inspector (412) 269-2836 , (412) 766-2565     1-800-922-6062

Allegheny County Plumbing Inspector (412) 278-2518

Moon Township Municipal Authority Sewer and Water Inspector (412) 264-4300

SCHEDULING AN INSPECTION

See attached inspection timing checklist for required inspections. It is the responsibility of the permit holder or the permit holder’s representative to schedule required inspections with the Township at each specific stage of construction. Work may not be concealed before an approved inspection is obtained.   Ladders and other equipment required to complete an inspection must be provided. Inspections will not be performed on official holidays and weekends. 

If the inspection is scheduled before 10:30 a.m., it is generally completed the same day and on occasion may possibly be delayed until the next scheduled inspection day. Yellow permit placards must be posted on site and accessible by the inspector for reference and to log approved inspections.  The yellow permit placard will be picked up at the time of the final building inspection to be maintained on file at the Township with recorded inspections and to obtain occupancy permission. 

INFORMATION NECESSARY TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION

Listed below is the minimum information necessary to successfully schedule an inspection. Most of the information below can be found on your building permit.

· Building permit number

· Address of job site

· Owner / Builder

· Contact cell phone number

· Type of inspection requesting

· Date when inspection is preferred

Specific times for inspections cannot be provided

TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION CALL (412) 262-1700

See attached inspection timing checklist for required inspections.

INSPECTION TIMING CHECKLIST

NEW HOMES, ADDITIONS, GARAGES                                                                                                   

FOOTING INSPECTION. Moon building inspector.  

Inspection required before placement of concrete. 36” minimum below final grade elevation.  Property lines clearly marked.  Concrete grade stakes set. Reinforcement in place. No water.  No loose soil in bottom. Re-bar bonding is required. Contractors are responsible verify that the driveway is a maximum 15% grade before setting foundation elevations.

CRAWL SPACE FOUNDATION INSPECTION. Moon building inspector.  

Before sub-floor but after beams and floor joist have been installed.  Foundation vents, access door, anchor bolts, joist span etc. Non-vented crawl space required to be insulated (2” thick) around the perimeter. Foam insulation must be covered with a fire barrier. Access door to crawl space is always required.

PLUMBING GROUND WORK. Allegheny County plumbing inspector.

MECHANICAL GROUND WORK.  Moon Township building inspector.

ELECTRICAL GROUND WORK.  Moon Township electrical inspector.  

Conduit, raceways etc.

FOUNDATION .  Moon Township building inspector. 

Before any backfill. Damproofing, parging and tar minimum, foundation drains with gravel bedding on bottom and sides with pipe top still visible for inspection. Foundation drains extended and day lighted with gravel bedding and open for inspection. Pipe must be visible with gravel on the sides of the pipe. 4” black corrugated pipe is not permitted.  Roof drains 4” schedule #40 ABS or # 35 PVC.  Foundation wall reinforcement as per 2009 IRC. Top of steel re-bar must be visible for inspection. If you cannot daylight the foundation drain then a rough in sump pump must be in place for inspection. After approved inspection the drains must be backfilled with approved gravel to protect the drains from damage during construction. Contractors are responsible verify that the driveway is a maximum 15% grade before setting foundation elevations.

 SIDEWALK FORM  INSPECTION.  Moon Township building inspector. 

Sidewalk must be consistent with road in elevation.  Before pouring concrete. Maximum 18’ drive apron width at road. Reinforcement wire or rebar must be in place. 6” thick required in drive apron and sidewalk area. Rebar pins must tie into existing sidewalk. Do not pour the driveway adjoining to sidewalk until you obtain an approved form inspection for the sidewalk.  Contractors are responsible to verify that the driveway is a maximum 15% grade before setting foundation elevations.

ELECTRICAL ROUGH-IN. Moon Township electrical inspector.  

Before framing inspection, no insulation.

PLUMBING ROUGH-IN.  Allegheny County plumbing inspector.  

Before framing inspection, no insulation.  

RESIDENTIAL FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM PLUMBING ROUGH-IN.  Allegheny County plumbing inspector.  

 FRAMING, FIREPLACES, MECHANICAL ROUGH-IN.   Moon Township building inspector.  

After plumbing and electrical rough-in approved inspection.  Before insulation.  Windows, doors installed, fireplace, stairs installed. All mechanical HVAC installed. Dryer vent must be installed, maximum 25’ length overall (no screws in dryer vent).  Structure must be weather tight. Provide the interior fuel gas line installation and pressure test form filled out completely and signed.  Labels must be on windows indicating U and R values. Any existing house must have minimum battery smoke detectors installed in each bedroom, in the hall outside the bedrooms and on each level of the house. All new construction smoke detectors must be electric with battery. Carbon monoxide detector required. Fresh air vents must be installed in all masonry and mechanical fireplaces. Minimum clearance to combustible material is required on all masonry fireplaces and chimneys. Wind bracing.

INSULATION / ENERGY       Moon Township building inspector. 

Provide a certificate of insulation installed from installer for all insulation components. The certificate must be provided for the inspector. A permanent label energy certificate must be posted on electrical panel. All insulation materials must be visible for inspection. Attic area insulation measuring sticks installed.

DRYWALL      Moon Township building inspector. 

Garage 5/8 fire code drywall must be installed without tape joints.

SEWER and WATER SERVICE LINES.  Allegheny County plumbing inspector and Moon Township Municipal Authority plumbing inspector.  

ELECTRICAL FINAL.  Moon Township electrical inspector.  

Before final building inspection.

PLUMBING FINAL.  Allegheny County plumbing inspector.  

Before final building inspection.

FINAL BUILDING INSPECTION.  Moon Township building inspector.  

After all other inspections.  Must have all inspections recorded on permit placard. Final grade of lot must be complete. Final grade must be 8” fall away from foundation within 10’ from foundation wall. 4” high numeral street numbers,1/2” stroke numerals must be posted visible from the street. 4” street numbers must be on each side of the mailbox. Energy certificate permanently posted on the electric panel. Electric with battery backup Smoke detectors installed in each sleeping room and on each level of the dwelling and in the hall outside the sleeping rooms. Carbon monoxide detector installed. Existing dwellings may have battery operated smoke detectors in existing part of dwelling. Energy inspection, duct blast and blower door test paper work.

INSPECTION TIMING CHECKLIST

SWIMMING POOLS, HOT TUB,  PORCH , DECK, 

ACCESSIBILITY INSPECTION   Moon Township building inspector. An inspection of the building accessible elements and features.

SWIMMING POOL, HOT TUB, SPA. Moon Township electrical inspector 

Inspection on electrical bonding and final electrical inspection. All electrical inspections are required before building inspector final inspection. The electrical inspector for verification must sign the yellow permit card. 

Moon Township building inspector for a final inspection on the pool fence enclosure/ barrier and pool. Gates must self close and latch from 6” open point. 

SHED   No inspections required for sheds less than 200 sq ft.     Owner/ contractor is responsible for building the shed to code and in compliance with zoning and building permit guidelines. Building setbacks must comply with the approved permit plan.

PORCH DECK, WOOD DECK.   Moon Township building inspector.  

Footer and final inspections required. Continuous footer or minimum 2’ x 2’ post footer 36” deep required for deck and roof.    Post footer 36” deep, minimum 18” dia required for deck without a roof. Corrosion resistant connectors, joist hangers, nails, bolts etc.  6” x 6” minimum size post.  Post and beam connections notched and through bolted, no lag screws.  36” high guardrail, 42” high on commercial. No more than 3 ½” between pickets.  Railing post thru bolted.  Band board shall have 1 bolt every 12” connection to house.  All connections to house shall have flashing and caulking where required. See minimum deck specs and details. Decks must be constructed in accordance with the 2009 IRC and referenced Deck Guide.   

DEMOLITION WORK  Moon Township building inspector 

Contractor / owner must submit written confirmation that all utilities service lines have been inspected as physically disconnected and done so in accordance with the utility company owning the utility. Contractor must ensure that pedestrian protection measures have been installed prior to commencing demolition. A PA-ONE Call 1-800-242-1776 must be done 10 days before demolition begins.
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