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Moon Township Administration Office
1000 Beaver Grade Road
Moon Township, PA 15108
412.262.1700 
moontwp.com

Moon Township Board of Supervisors
Jim Vitale, Chairman 
Joe Wise, Vice Chairman 
David Bachman
Andrew Gribben 
John Hertzer

Moon Township Staff 
Dawn Lane, Township Manager
Jeffrey Ziegler, Assistant Township Manager 
Scott Brilhart, Assistant Township Manager/Planning Director
James Koepfinger, Director of Communications and Technology
Lisa Lapaglia, Finance Director
Jim Henkemeyer, Public Works Facilities Manager
John Scott, Public Works Operations Manager
Dave Meinert, Building Inspector
Lora Dombrowski, Code Administrator 
Malcolm Petroccia, Township Engineer
Jesse Descutner, Code Enforcement Officer
Leo McCarthy, Police Chief
Greg Seamon, Police Captain 
Amy Ottaviani, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director
Allison Eastham, Director MCA-TV
Frank Vieira, Assistant Director MCA-TV
Lynda Shandrick, Assistant Managers Secretary/Receptionist
Renee Cameron, Administrative Assistant

Other Moon Township Contact Information
Always call 911 in an emergency 
  Moon Township Police Department 
  412.262.5000
  Moon Township Fire Department 
  412.262.5004 (non-emergency only)
  Moon Parks and Recreation 
  412.262.1703
  Moon Community Access Television 
  412.269.1191
  Moon Township Municipal Authority 
  412.264.4300
  Moon Township Public Library 
  412.269.0334 
  Elected Property Tax Collector:  Catherine Tress 
  412.299.7446
  Earned Income Tax Collector: Jordan Tax Service 
  724.731.2300 

Moon Township welcomes feedback on the 
Moon Township Messenger at 
moontwp@moontwp.com or call 412.262.1700. 

Township offices will be closed in observance 
of the upcoming 2016 holidays:

Christmas - December 23 - 26
New Years Day - January 2
Presidents Day - February 20
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New staff hiring!

11,028 
Calls responded to by the Public Safety 

Department

20
Streets were improved on by Road 

Crews this Summer.

2,000
Hours of service answering emergency 

calls provided by the Volunteer Fire 
Company 

30
New Volunteers trained by Moon 

Community Access Television

$14.4 million
Dollars were managed by the 

Township’s finance department.

1,050 
Building inspections were conducted by 

Code Administration.

80
Programs, leagues and classes offered 

by Parks and Recreation.

278
Permits were issued by the Community 

Development Department valued at 
over $27 million in cost of construction.

111,896 lbs
Of electronic waste collected. Along 
with, 460 tires, 195 appliances and a 

decent amount of useable construction 
material and medical supplies.

This August, Moon welcomed its 
newest employee, Jesse Descutner. 
Jesse is the Zoning and Coding Officer. 
A graduate from the University of 
Pittsburgh, Jesse has experience with 
a variety of organizations, including 
Zoning within the Department of City 
Planning for the City of Pittsburgh, 
Steel Valley Council of Governments, 
and Pittsburgh Port Authority. When 
he is not working, Jesse enjoys playing 
hockey and guitar with his band.

Jesse is enjoying his job with Moon 
Township, saying “working in local 
government is a good way to directly 
connect with people. I’m literally 
interacting with residents every day.”

Moon Township is excited to have 
Jesse on board and looks forward to 
seeing his experience and expertise 
take action in his role.

This past year has been monumental here in the township. Every department 
throughout the township was hard at work setting new benchmarks, creating new 
programs, and enhancing our community initiatives. These are a few of the years 
most impressive stats from the year 2016.

The Numbers behind the work in 2016
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It is hard to pinpoint which, to date, 
is Carl Griffith’s most significant 
accomplishment in Moon Township. 
Griffith, a local realtor of over 45 years, 
has also spent decades dedicating his 
time to the Township of Moon in a long 
list of various roles.
Griffith moved to Moon Township 

when he was in high school, attending 
Moon High School. After graduating, 
he enlisted in the United States Army. 
Upon return stateside in 1959, he began 
managing, and eventually becoming 
the president of, the Allegheny/Beaver 
Baseball League. In 1962, Griffith was 
appointed the Civil Defense Director, 
working to establish fallout shelters, 
including stocking and emergency 
preparedness. He then became Constable 
and helped to organize the Auxiliary 
Police. Since then, Griffith has served on 
numerous boards and committees for the 
township, including Planning
Commission, Crime Resistance, 

Environmental Review Committee, 
Moon Township Historical Society, 
and the Historical Architectural Review 

Board (HARB), where he currently sits 
as the Chairman.
Griffith is not on these boards to be a 

seat-filler. He enjoys being hands-on and 
getting work done. Along with township 
employee and HARB secretary Lora 
Dombrowski, Griffith was instrumental 
in the development of a room for 
historical items in the Municipal 
Building and also recently worked with 
Dombrowski, Robert Morris University 
professor John McCarthy, and consultant 
Angelique Bamberg to write a book 
documenting the history of the historic 
Mooncrest neighborhood.
“When you think about all the things 

I’ve been involved in, it’s interesting, I’ve 
really enjoyed it all,” explains Griffith, as 
we reminisces on his involvement and 
accomplishments.
He has surely kept busy helping to 

improve Moon Township over his 
decades of residency, and he does not 
plan on stopping any time soon. Griffith 
is still very invested on the projects he is 
working on through HARB and other 
boards and organizations.

WM at Your Door 
Program

Can’t make it to one of our 
Recycling Days? Waste Management 
offers a residential curbside special 
materials pickup. The “At Your Door 
Special Collection” program allows 
Moon Township residents to easily 
and safely dispose of household 
materials.

There are three ways to schedule 
a collection:

1. Online at WMatYourDoor.com
2. Call 1.800.449.7584
3.Email AtYourDoor@WM.com

After scheduling your collection 
date and time, a Waste Management 
representative will provide you with 
information and instructions for 
preparing your collection. More 
information on the program and a list 
of accepted materials can be found 
through the program’s website at  
w w w . W M a t Yo u r D o o r. c o m  
or by calling a representative at 
1.800.449.7587.

CITIZEN SPOTLIGHT
Carl Griffith
HARB Board Member/ Local Realtor
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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Stay Safe with Space 
Heaters this Winter!
Despite the fact that electric space heaters 

do not have an open flame, according to the 
National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA), 
space heaters, weather portable or stationary, 
accounted for one third (30%) of the home 
heating fires and three fourths (73%) of 
home heating fire deaths in 2006. Space 
heaters (portable or stationary) were involved 
in an estimated 64,100 U.S. home structure 
fires, 540 civilian deaths, 1,400 civilian 
injuries, and 9.4 million in direct property 
damage.
The intent of this guide is to provide 

helpful information for the safe operation of 
Portable Space Heaters. 
Portable “fuel fired”, “open flame” and “gas 

fired” heaters are not permitted inside a 
dwelling unit.
A stove or oven shall never be permitted to 

be used as a heat source.
Supplementary Heating Source. Portable 

heaters are not permitted as the primary 
heat source of a dwelling unit. Portable 
heating equipment may serve only as a 
supplementary heat source and is not a 
substitute for the approved permanent 
heating system.

Portable Electric 
Space Heaters
Everyone wants to stay toasty inside. Here 

are some things to look out for this winter 
when you fire up your portable electric space 
heaters.• Portable electric space heaters shall 
be permitted in a dwelling unit.

• Only listed and labeled portable 
electric space heaters shall be used. 
Unlisted heaters are not permitted.
• Portable electric heaters should have 

‘tip over protection”. Tip over protection 
will turn off the heater automatically 
when the heater is tipped over.
• Portable electric space heaters shall 

be plugged directly into an approved 
receptacle.
• Never run electric cords under rugs, 

carpeting or furniture
• Portable electric space heaters shall not 

be plugged into extension cords, surge 
protector, or multi outlet box.
• Portable electric space heaters shall 

not be operated within 3 feet of any 
combustible materials, carpeting, 
draperies, furniture, paper, clothing, etc.
• Do not leave the heater operating 

unattended or operating while sleeping. 

Portable electric heaters are designed 
for use only as temporary supplemental 
heating and only while attended.
• To prevent electric shocks and 

electrocutions, always keep portable 
electric heaters away from water. Never 
touch an electric heater if you are wet.
• Do not use an electric heater as a dryer 

by placing clothing over it.
• Keep the heater in a safe operating 

condition in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. Never 
operate a defective heater.
• Do not place a heater where children 

might play near it or where someone 
might trip over or bump into it.

Find out more
For more information on keeping your 

home safe from fire this winter visit the 
National Fire Protection Agency’s website at 
www.nfpa.org
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Solicitation Scams
Winter is a popular time for solicitors to 

take advantage of residents hibernating 
inside at home and knock on doors around 
the community. As a resident, there are 
a few things you can look for to ensure a 
solicitor is safe and honest. 
In order to become a solicitor in the 

township of Moon, the police first conduct 
a criminal history check. From there, the 
solicitor is issued a bright yellow solicitation 
permit that includes Chief McCarthy’s 
signature, his or her photograph and 
an embossed township seal. If you feel 
suspicious of a solicitor at your door, ask to 
see his or her permit. If he cannot provide 
the permit, call 911 or the police number 
directly at 412.262.5000. 
Moon Police offer a “Do Not Knock” list 

for residents who do not wish to be called 
or visited by solicitors. To be added to this 
list, call 412.262.5000. 

In the event of an emergency 
or to report an occurring crime or 
threat, always call Moon Township 
Police Department’s Dispatch Center 
at 412.262.5000 or dial 911 for 
immediate assistance. Citizens may 
also call the Dispatch Center to speak 
with a Moon Police official regarding 
information related to a crime or 
victim of a crime and may choose to  
remain anonymous.

Moon Dispatch Center
412.262.5000
Emergency Services
911
Crime Tips Hotline
412.264.5202
Callers may remain anonymous.
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  1000 Beaver Grade Rd. | 412.262.5000 | moonpolice.us 

Project Lifesaver
Do you have a loved one with a disability who wanders away from your residence? 

Have you had to call 911 when they cannot be found? There is a program available here 
in Moon Township that may help to ensure their safety and provide caregivers some 
peace of mind.
Project Lifesaver is a monitoring program offered by law enforcement and emergency 

responders in 41 states using radio technology to find at-risk citizens enrolled in the 
program when they become lost.
Citizens enrolled in Project Lifesaver wear a small personal transmitter around the wrist 

or ankle that emits an individualized tracking signal. If an enrolled client goes missing, 
the caregiver notifies their local Project Lifesaver agency, and a trained emergency team 
responds to the wanderer’s area. Most who wander are found within a few miles from 
home, and in a situation where time is critical, search times have been reduced from 
hours to days to minutes.
Moon Township police are one of the first area departments to be trained on the 

equipment, and in conjunction with Allegheny County and neighboring municipalities, 
began offering the program to residents in January 2015.
Project Lifesaver is free to Allegheny County residents. The equipment is paid for by 

drug forfeiture money and a grant from the Heinz Foundation.
If you are a caregiver for someone you think is eligible to enroll in Project Lifesaver, 

contact Moon Township police at 412.262.5000

Keep Cars Locked
Do you park your car outside? If 

so, ensure the safety of your vehicle 
by always locking the doors. Don’t 
forget to remove or hide all valuables 
in the vehicle out of sight. Call 
Moon Police Department’s Dispatch 
Center at 412.262.5000 or dial 911 
to report a crime or threat. 
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Moon Township Volunteer 
Company Donates Truck

The Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company 
donated old Engine 4, a 55-foot, 1991 Spencer 
Boardman ladder truck to the Franklin Borough 
Volunteer Fire Company, a suburb of Johnstown, PA. 
Franklin Borough will use the truck to replace their 
1977 Mack 50-foot Telesquirt. Franklin VFC fights 
numerous fires in their town and provides mutual 
aid to the City of Johnstown and surrounding 
communities. Moon Township Volunteer Fire 
Company is glad to help out a Volunteer Fire 
Company in need!

September 11th Ceremony Review
This year marked 15 years since the September 11 terrorist attacks that shook 

our nation. In remembrance of the lives lost and affected from that tragedy, the 
Moon Township Volunteer Company held a memorial service at the Memorial 
Garden Walkway, which houses a steal beam from the north town of the world 
trade center.
It was a beautiful service, beginning with a bagpipe rendition of “Battle is 

Over”, played by Ohio Township Police Corporal, Donald Manz. Moon 
Township Public Safety personnel spoke their condolences, honoring the brave 
men and women that lost their lives trying to save others, and remembering 
the thousands of victims. Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company performed 
the ceremonial Ringing of the Bell, wreaths were placed Corporal Manz played 
Amazing Grace. Retired Fire Chief Charlie Belgie spoke about the after effects 
on first responders and memorial bricks at the Moon Township Memorial 
Garden. A mixed quartet from Coraopolis Methodist Church sang “America 
the Beautiful” and the service ended with the playing of Taps by Retired 
Detective Sergeant Tony Banks and finally a bagpipe sendoff to “Going Home”.
The Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company hosts a 9/11 Memorial Service 

each year at the Memorial Garden, located between the Moon Township 
Municipal Building and Public Safety Building on 1000 Beaver Grade Rd. The 
memorial service and garden are open to the public. More information can be 
found through the Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company.

Fire Extinguisher 
Training Program

The Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company 
offers fire extinguisher training to small groups and 
organizations. Sessions includes a brief lecture and 
hands on training teaching each participant how 
to evaluate whether or not to fight a fire with an 
extinguisher and how to operate a portable fire 
extinguisher safely and effectively. Contact MTVFC 
Chief, John Scott, at 412-262-1700 ext. 435 for more 
information and to schedule a training session. Fire 
extinguisher training is free, but donations to the 
MTVFC are greatly appreciated.
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Parks Director Resigns after 14 years with 
Moon Township
Moon Parks and Recreation Director, Lance Welliver, resigned from his position with Moon 

Township in October. Welliver’s career with Moon Township lasted a total of 14 years. He 
served 3 years as an Assistant Program Director, 7 years as the Assistant Parks and Recreation 
Director and 4 years as the Parks & Recreation Director. Moon Township would like to thank 
Lance for his 14 years of dedication to Moon Township and wish him the best of luck in his 
future endeavors!

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
The year was filled with many 

exciting community events, from our 
5K to the 4th of July and many new 
park developments. Moon Parks 
and Recreation Thanks the following 
Sponsors:

Activenet
Affordable Tent and Awning
Andrew and Daleen Nimick
Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza
ASSET
Audubon Society of Western PA
Botanic Garden of Pittsburgh
Chevron Corporation
Chick-fil-A Robinson Township
Clearview Federal Credit Union
Coldwell Banker
Columbia Sportswear Company
Conley Family – Moon Baseball
Courtyard Marriott
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Double Tree Hotel by Hilton
Earl Edwards
Elite Runner’s and Walkers
Environmental Advisory Council
Friends of Mark Mustio
First Class Caterers
Great Clips
Greater Pittsburgh Orthopedic Associates
Health South 
Heritage Valley Hospital
Hollow Oak Land Trust
HUB Group
Hyatt Airport Hotel
ITT Technical Institute
Kenny Ross of Moon Township
KinderCare – Moon Twp.
Med Express of Moon
Moe’s Southwest Grill
Montour Heights Country Club
Moon Area School District
Moon Area Senior Citizen Association
Moon Flight Car & Dog wash
Moon Garden Club
Moon Historical Society
Moon Township Municipal Authority
Moon Township Ford
Moon Township Golf Club
Moon Township Little League Baseball
Moon Township Kenny Ross Toyota
Moon Township Police Department
Moon Softball Association
Patricia Stilwell Memorial
Pro Bikes + Run
Road ID
Robert Morris University
Sewickley Savings bank
Sewickley Valley YMCA
Sir Speedy Printing and Marketing
Sports Clips
Starbucks 
The HUB Group
The Patricia Stilwell memorial Project
The Rotary Club of Moon
TSS Photography
Tyler Mountain Water
Venture Outdoors
Vicki Jones
Walgreens of Moon
Weinstein Chiropractic
West AirComm Credit Union
West Hills Art League

Pavillion and Robin Hill 
Center Rentals
Pavilions

We will begin taking reservations for 
summer 2017 pavilion rentals starting 
on Monday, February 13 at 8:30 a.m. 
Reservations must be made in person at the 
Parks office at Robin Hill Park. All pavilion 
rental information and fees listed on our 
website at www.moonparks.org.

Robin Hill Center

Robin Hill Center reservations can be made 
up to one year in advance to the month. 
Reservations must be made in person. To 
receive Moon resident rate, the contract must 
be signed by and payments made by Moon 
Township resident. All fees listed on our 
website www.moonparks.org 
To schedule at tour of the Robin Hill Center, 

please contact the Parks office at Robin Hill 
Park by calling 412.262.1703 or email at 
info@moonparks.org.

Volunteer!
Volunteer opportunities are available 

for all ages and abilities at Moon Park! –
If you or your company is interested in 
volunteering at any of our special events 
please contact the Parks office at Robin 
Hill Park at 412.262.1703 or email  
info@moonparks.org. 
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Upcoming Events 
Robin Hill Park Winter Event
Saturday, December 3 
9 am  – 1 pm 
Come out to Robin Hill Park where 
the Moon Township Garden Club 
will be hosting their annual Greens 
& Things holiday sale, the West Hills 
Art League will have art for sale, the 
Piece and Quilt Club will have their 
work available for purchase, and 
the Old Moon Township Historical 
Society will be welcoming visitors to 
the Coventry Log Cabin. 

Brunch with Santa
Saturday, December 10
Courtyard by Marriott Pittsburgh 
Airport (450 Cherrington Parkway, 
Moon Township) 
Two seatings available at 10:30 am 
& 11:30 am. Box brunch, crafts, and 
photos with Santa. $10 per person. 
Call the Moon Parks office to register. 

Owl Prowl
Sunday Jan 29
6 pm - 8 pm 
Join Moon Parks and Hollow Oak 
Land Trust on the Robin Hill Trails for 
an evening hike to look for resident 
owls! Online registration is available 
on the Moon Parks website.  
$5 per person. 

Zumba-thon for Moon Parks 
Saturday March 4th
9 am - 11am 
$25 pre-registration (until 3/1) 
$35 day-of registration. Discounts 
available for seniors (55+) and 
students (with student ID). Montour 
Heights Country Club (Coraopolis 
Heights Road) Registration and 
check in begins at 8:00am. Dance 
experience is not required. Popular 
Moon Parks & Recreation instructors 
will lead you in a fun filled morning 
of fitness designed to raise funds 
for the parks! Raffles, drawings and 
prizes! Zumba t-shirt guaranteed for 
all pre-registered participants. 

moontwp.com - winter 2016

Health & Fitness 
Programs 
Moon Parks and Recreation is 

committed to providing high quality 
fitness and recreation programs for all 
levels, ages and abilities. Moon Parks 
regularly offers a variety of popular classes 
including Pilates, Zumba, Toning, Yoga, 
Senior Workout and more! Along with 
great fitness classes, Moon Parks offers 
art programming such as water color and 
oil painting and educational programs 
such as driver’s education for teens and 
seniors. Check the Moon Parks website 
for a full list of classes and programs being 
currently offered. 

Women’s Volleyball League
(Women 18+)
Dates: Wednesdays starting mid-February
Times: Games run 7:00-10:00pm
Location: Moon Area Middle School Gym
Fee: $45 Moon residents/$50 non-residents

For the last 3 years over 100 friends and 
neighbors joined together to pass, dig and 
volley! The program sign up will be open early 
December.  Final teams and schedules will 
be distributed in early February.  Games are 
Wednesday nights from 7-10 for 10-12 weeks. All 
skill levels are welcome.  Join an existing team or 
start a new one!

Senior Programming
Sterling Circle 
(Adults 55+)
Dates: Wednesdays
Location: Carriage House at Robin Hill Park 
Time: 9:00-11:00am

Happy Hinges 
Time: 11:00-11:30am
Fee: Free!
Location: Robin Hill Park Gazebo

Kathy’s Craft Academy
Time: 11:00-12:00pm- Call for dates.
Fee: $5.00
Location: Robin Hill Park

Open to anyone age 55 and older. The Sterling 
Circle meets weekly on Wednesday mornings. 
Join us for friendship, activities, crafts, exercise, 
and light refreshments. 

PA Shotokan Karate Club 
(Ages 4 and up)
Dates: Tues & Thurs Ongoing through May 

Junior Olympian Karate (Ages 4-6)
Days/Times: Tuesday or Thursday 6:00-6:45pm
Fee: $40 Moon Residents $50 non-residents

Karate & Self Defense (Ages 7+)
Days/Times: Tuesday and Thursday 7:00-7:45pm
Fee: $45 Moon residents/$55 non-residents
Location:  Moon High School Wrestling Room

PSKC has been teaching local Karate enthusiast 
in traditional Japanese Karate since 1992. 
Each participant will have fun while increasing 
physical strength, improve balance, focus, 
respect for others and goal setting. There are no 
“benchwarmers” in Karate. All students learn 
at their own pace and build confidence as they 
achieve success at each level within our program 
while gaining a better sense of well-being. Join 
Chief Instructor and USA National Karate Team 
Coach Dustin Baldis and his professional staff and 
start your journey today!

More Programs!
For a complete list of Moon 
Parks and Recreation’s programs 
please visit moonparks.org. If 
you are interested for signing 
up for a program or finding out 
more information please call us at 
412.262.1703, email us at 
info@moonparks.org or stop by the 
Robin Hill Center 
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Moon Parks and Recreation programs 
offer thousands of residents, of all ages, 
family friendly entertainment and 
events throughout the years. From youth 
basketball and women’s volleyball to large 
scale community events such as Family Fun 
Nights, Moon Township Independence 
Day, Firecracker 5K, Halloween 
Spooktacular and the Independence Day 
Celebration featuring Zambelli Fireworks 
and great musical entertainment, Moon 
Parks provides residents a means to enjoy 
first-rate entertainment virtually free of 
charge.
Here’s How Sponsors Come into the 

Picture…Are you interested in both 
stewardship and reaching thousands of 
Moon residents? Moon Parks & Recreation 
is seeking family-friendly sponsors to 
partner to grow our programs, events and 
facilities. Sponsors can get involved in 
several ways:
 • Gain naming rights to new Moon Park 

pavilions and athletic fields
• Gain marketing exposure through 

advertising banners on fields

• Sponsor a particular event, T-shirt logos 
and media benefits
• Sponsor a park amenity or trail
• Sponsor the brand new Moon Park 

Playground
• Honor or memorialize with donation 

amenities such as park benches, tree 
plantings and more.

By becoming a Moon Parks & Recreation 
sponsor, you’ll receive a variety of benefits 
including name recognition in our 
promotional mailings, media benefits on 
our email blasts. For higher level sponsors 
you’ll receive name and logo recognition 
on banners at the event, T-shirts and other 
promotional items, a promotional booth 
and much more!
Contact Us Today to Get Started! Please 

address sponsorship requests to: 
Amy Ottaviani 
Community Engagement and 

Sponsorships
(p) 412.262.1703
(e) aottaviani@moontwp.us

BECOME A SPONSOR

Reminder!
The Moon Parks office has moved! 
We are now located in Robin 
Hill Park (949 Thorn Run Road, 
Moon Township, PA 15108). Our 
hours are Mon-Thurs 8:30-4:30,  
Friday 8:30-Noon.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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The G3 Moon Flyer which serves the 
Port Authority of Allegheny County’s 
Park and Ride Lot on University 
Boulevard is now offering weekday 
“reverse commute” trips to and from 
Downtown Pittsburgh.  The base fare 
per trip is $3.75

• New outbound G3 trips will depart 
Downtown (Liberty Ave/William Penn) 
from 5:35 AM to 7:18 AM, arriving at the 
Moon Park and Ride between 6:11 AM 
and 7:54 AM.
• Outbound trips will pick up passengers 

Downtown along West Carson Street and 
the West Busway from Sheraden to Bell 
Stations.
• New inbound G3 trips will depart the 

Moon Park and Ride from 3:30 PM to 
6:00 PM, arriving Downtown between 
4:10 pm and 6:40 PM.
• Inbound trips will serve West Busway 

stations from Bell to Sheraden, and also 
serve stops along West Carson Street  
and Downtown.

Bus stops for the G3 in Downtown 
Pittsburgh are located as follows:
G3 Inbound Downtown Stops Liberty 

Avenue at:
• Gateway #4
• Market Street 
• Sixth Avenue opposite Ninth Street 
• Smithfield Street 
• William Penn Place 
G3 Outbound Downtown Stops:
• Liberty Avenue at William Penn Place
• Grant Street at the Federal Building 
• Seventh Avenue at Smithfield Street 
• Liberty Avenue at Tito Way 
• Liberty Avenue at Fifth Avenue (near 

the Wyndham Grand Hotel)

A shuttle service to take Port Authority 
riders from the Moon Park and Ride 
to nearby jobs would benefit workers 
and local businesses.  If your company is 
interested in helping to fund a last mile 
shuttle service please contact ACTA at 
lynn.manion@actapgh.org

G3 Moon Flyer Offering Reverse Commute Trips

Winter safety isn’t limited to cautiousness 
on the roads. With less daylight and the 
holidays in full swing, it’s important to stay 
safe while you’re out and about this season.
While you’re out shopping this winter, keep 

your valuables out of sight. It only takes 
seconds to gain access into a car and take 
what is in plain sight. Don’t let this happen 
to you! Keep your doors locked and valuable 
items locked away in the trunk and out of 
sight.
If you decide to shop around online for the 

best deals, be careful which websites you 
make your purchases from. If the price seems 
too good to be true, it probably is. Some 
online storefronts are a hoax and are set up to 
gain access to your bank account. Make sure 
you read your bank and credit card statements 
for any discrepancies or unauthorized 
transactions. Identity theft is real, and can 
happen to anyone, at any time. Here are tips 
from the Federal Trade Commission on how 
to protect your information: 
• Read your credit reports.
• Read your bank, credit card, and account 

statements, and explanation of medical 
benefits from your health plan.
• Shred all documents that show personal, 

financial, and medical information before 
you throw them away.
• Don’t respond to email, text and phone 

messages that ask for personal information
• Create passwords that mix letters, 

numbers, and special characters. Don’t 
use the same password for more than one 
account.

Holiday Shopping 
Safety Tips
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Last year, Moon Township received more 
than 40 inches of snow. But long before 
the first snowfall, Moon Township Public 
Works Department was preparing for winter 
weather. Each year, the township receives 
its first delivery of salt in October, but the 
planning starts months before that.
This year, the snow removal fleet will include 

3 new trucks. To tackle snow and ice, Moon 
Public Works divides the town into 15 snow 
routes, covering approximately 104 miles of 
roads, including 25 miles of state and county 
owned roads. The department’s prioritization 
for road clearing is primary roads and bus 
routes, then secondary roads and state 
and county roads, followed by subdivision 
streets and cul-de-sacs. In addition to 
clearing township roads, road crews help 
maintain township facility parking lots and  
some sidewalks.
Public Works coordinates with Moon 

Police and Moon Area School District to 
ensure public safety throughout the winter 
season. Moon Police Department monitors 
all road conditions during their routes and 
notify the Public Works Department for 
any late night call outs. The Public Works 
operations manager is in direct contact with 
the school superintended for school delays, 
early dismissals and keeping them aware 
of changing road conditions throughout  
the day.
As we approach the upcoming snow season, 

Moon Public Works is geared up and ready! 
Public Works provides essential services to 
the citizens of Moon Township in a prompt, 
courteous, safe, effective and cost efficient 
manner. Public works, through its dedicated 
employees, strives to plan, design, build, 
maintain, and operate public infrastructure 
in a manner that respects the environment 
and the ability of government to adequately 
preserve these assets for succeeding 
generations.

PUBLIC WORKS
  1000 Beaver Grade Rd. | 412.262.1700 | moontwp.us 

Residents should be prepared too! Here are 
some tips for the upcoming snow season:
• Preparation is key! Make sure you have 

good tires on your vehicle and be aware of 
changing road conditions and how to brake 
on slippery roads.
• Help snow plow drivers do their job! 

Stay 100 feet (or 5 car lengths) from the 
maintenance vehicle so the driver can see you.
• Do not park on township roads between 2 

a.m. and 6 a.m.
• Do not plow or shovel snow from driveways, 

parking lots, or sidewalks into the streets.
• To help reduce the amount of snow that 

will be pushed back into your driveway 
during snow plow operations, pile snow near 
the road on the right side of the driveway. 
(diagram below)
• Place garbage cans and recycling 

containers back in the driveway entrance 
to avoid spillage. Questions pertaining to 
garbage collection should be made to the 
Moon Township Municipal Authority at  
412.264.4300.
• Remove portable basketball hoops, hockey 

nets, and any other obstructions from public 
roadways, cul-de-sacs and township right of 
ways.
• Residents with sidewalks are required to 

clear their sidewalks of snow.
• Do not shovel snow in a manner that 

blocks oncoming traffic for motorists.

Help Us Help You!

The Rundown

Moon Township Public Works 
Gears up For Winter Weather
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Each year the Pennsylvania State Tax Collector’s 
Association (PSTCA) conducts a two-day 
conference for local tax collectors across the state 
of Pennsylvania. This year’s conference was held 
in York, PA on October 14-15. It was the 58th 
annual convention. By attending the conference 
and workshops, I earned 8 continuing education 
credits, which gives me the distinction of using 
the title “Pennsylvania Qualified Municipal Tax 
Collector”, or PQMC, after my name. This year’s 
conference included workshops discussing the 
Pennsylvania State Ethics Commission and the 
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board. I would like 
to share what I learned during the presentation by 
the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board’s Director 
of Communications, Doug Harbach regarding how 
the state divides up the gambling revenue towards 
the Homestead exemption for school property 
taxes.

At the time of this conference, we had 12 licensed 
and operational casinos in Pennsylvania, one 
additional license has been issued, but the casino 
is not in operation yet. The gaming act permits a 
total of 15 casino’s in Pennsylvania, so 2 additional 
licenses are still available at this time. 

The Gaming Control Board operates at no 
taxpayer expense – the casinos reimburse the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania—and consists of 
a 7 member board. They also have a staff of 300 
people whose primary objective is to ensure casinos 
are safe and gaming is fair. The Gaming Control 
Board also has an enforcement division which 
oversees all regulations and enforcement issues for 
compliance including issuing fines and violations.  

There are 26,229 active slot machines and 1,140 
table games in operation in Pennsylvania. The tax 
revenue collection is handled daily and collected 
from each casino through electronic funds transfer 
(EFT). Pennsylvania is ranked first in the United 
States for casino tax generation and second in the 
United States for casino gross revenues. There is 
a 54% tax rate on slots and 14% tax rate on table 
games, which generates $3.7 million of tax revenue 
per day or approximately $1.4 billion annually.  

As it was explained, the approximate annual tax 
revenue breakdown is as follows:

Property Tax Reduction       $780 million

Statewide Economic                             $120 million 
Development Projects   

General Fund           $90 million

Fire Company Grants/                           $32 million 
County Fairs     
Sustainability of the                              $255 million 
Horse Racing Industry   

New dollars to Local                              $155 million 
Governments Hosting Casinos   

There are two gaming funded property tax 
reduction initiatives:  

• Property tax/rent rebate program – funded jointly 
by lottery and slot machine revenue and primarily 
refunded to senior citizens.  

• General property tax relief under Act 1 of 2004 
– funded only by slot machine revenue and applies 
only to school district property tax reduction, but 
is available to all homeowners for their primary 
residence only. 

For the property tax/rent rebate program, my office 
typically receives phone calls in the earlier portion 
of the calendar year because you must prove your 
property taxes are current and have been paid to 
be eligible to apply for the rebate. If you misplaced 
your receipts, this information is available at any 
time in my office. This program is open to anyone 
over age 65 or older, widows or widowers over 
50, and permanently disabled persons over the 
age of 18. You can obtain the forms to apply and 
assistance/guidelines through either offices of State 
Representative Mark Mustio or State Senator Guy 
Reschenthaler.

For more information go to www.
r e v e n u e . p a . g o v / g e n e r a l t a x i n f o r m a t i o n /
propertytaxrentrebateprogram

General property tax relief is determined through 
a formula in the 2004 Taxpayers Relief Act. It 
uses the Property Tax Reduction Index (PTRI). 
The PTRI for each school district is the sum of its 
rankings on the following four factors, divided by 
1,000.

Things to know about  the school district and 
taxes:

• The district’s 2002 personal income per 
2003-2004 average 

• The district’s 2004-2005 market value/personal 
income aid ratio

• The district’s 2002-2003 equalized millage

• The district’s 2002-2003 school tax ratio, which 
is the 2002-2003 local tax revenue collected and 
divided by 2002 personal income.  

Once the PTRI is determined, and the total 
amount is allotted to the school district, the 
individual amount of reduction per parcel (meeting 
the criteria of primary residence) is determined by 
the number of homestead exemption properties 
and equally divided among all the property owners. 
The Moon Area School District Act 1 Reduction 
was $130.45 in 2016 and $130.57 in 2015 from the 
total tax due. The breakdown is listed on your tax 
statement in the upper right hand corner of the bill 
each year.

For the 2016 General Property Tax Reductions, 
approximately $528 million was sent to 500 school 
districts across the Commonwealth. The number of 
approved homestead and farmstead exemptions was 
almost 2.8 million parcels.

If you applied for and receive the homestead 
reductions for school taxes, you do not need to 
reapply unless there is a change on the deed. You 
also receive the homestead exemptions for the 
county and the Township but they are flat amounts-
-not using gambling monies. For more information, 
visit www.gamingcontrolboard.pa.gov

USEFUL REMINDERS:  
We are currently collecting the 10% penalty 

amount for the Moon Township Property taxes 
until December 31 and the MASD property tax 
period for the 10% penalty amount begins on 
November 1st through December 31.  We are also 
collecting the 3rd installment payment for the 
optional school installment plans.  The final and 
4th installment payment must be in my office no 
later than November 30 or the 10% penalty amount 
for that installment is due.  Any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the property tax office at 
any time. 

1700 Beaver Grade Road, Suite 300 | 412.299.7446 | moontaxoffice.us
(Located on the lower level of the Community Service Center, 
next to the MCA-TV studio.)
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1700 Beaver Grade Road, Suite 100 
412.269.0334
moonlibrary.org

Holiday Open House
Saturday December 10th, 10:30am -2:30pm 

Bring the whole family to join in the fun! Take pictures with Santa, pet a real live reindeer, make a fun craft, 
and listen to live music.  Take care of some holiday shopping at our holiday craft fair and get your Christmas 
cookies at our cookie walk! 

(Please contact the library if you are interested in being a craft vendor)

 

Children’s Department 
Our Children’s Department will be busy this holiday season with an Ornament Decorating Party and Candy 

Cane Fishing! Be on the lookout for your favorite characters as we partner with WQED to bring you fun 
and educational events based on their programming. We’ll also be continuing our Homeschool at the Library 
programs to supplemental your child’s learning. 

Teen Department 
Coming up this December is our 4th Annual Ugly Sweater Party for Teens.  Grades 6-12 are invited to celebrate 

the season with us as we decorate ugly sweater cookies, create DIY Sharpie art mugs, compete in holiday themed 
trivia challenges, and (of course) dress in the ugliest of ugly holiday sweaters!  The ugliest sweater wins a prize!  
Teens can also stop by for our Time to “Toon” Out event as we watch some wacky and weird holiday specials 
from Adventure Time, The Amazing World of Gumball, The Regular Show & More.  

 Adult Department
 Back by popular demand this year, Moon Library will be hosting another “Wrap Session” before the holidays 

hit.  Turn one of the dreariest of gift giving tasks into a fun and social event by bringing your unwrapped gifts to 
Moon Library!  We’ll provide the paper, ribbon, name tags, and tape, plus we’ll have snacks and drinks on hand 
to help get you through.  Enjoy some company and get your gifts wrapped in a hassle-free zone this holiday 
season.

  Do you enjoy the outdoors? Do 
you wish there were more trails and 
places to get outside nearby? If so, 
then check out Hollow Oak Land 
Trust!

Hollow Oak protects over 300 
acres of conservation areas in Moon 
Township open to the public for 
hiking, biking and enjoying nature. 
We are now developing a network 
of greenways that will link township 
parks to conservation areas to trails 
so people can enjoy nature close to 
home and work. 

Even during the cold months, you 
can warm up with a hike or mountain 
bike ride at Montour Woods 
Conservation Area, whose 8+ miles 
of woodland trails are open to the 
public year-round. You may hear an 
owl or spot a fox and lovely Meeks 
Run is brimming with many species 
of minnows!

Consider becoming a member and 
receive invitations to special outings 
and events, such as owl prowls, night 
hikes (hot chocolate provided!), 
snowshoeing and more to keep you 
active through the winter. 

Family Membership is just $35 and 
supports land conservation and trail 
development right here in Moon. 
For trail maps and more: www.
hollowoak.org, info@hollowoak.
org, 412.264.5354, or visit our 
Facebook page to see the latest 
developments and initiatives.

Hit the trails this 
winter in Moon!
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1700 Beaver Grade Road, Suite 100 
412.269.0334
moonlibrary.org

MCA-TV Prepares for Public Awareness 
Weekend 2017
Join MCA-TV this spring at their annual Public Awareness Weekend, scheduled 

for March 24-25, 2017! Public Awareness Weekend (PAW), is a two-day, 24 hour, 
live television event featuring interview broadcasts with Pittsburgh-area nonprofits. 
Each group will have the opportunity to speak for 30-minites to educate other 
about their cause and encourage the community to take part and volunteer. All 
interviews will air live during the event and periodically following the event on 
MCA-TV’s cable stations Comcast channel 14 and Verizon FiOs channel 35, 
reaching approximately 35,000 households in Moon Township and surrounding 
areas. Any non-profit organization interested in participating in Public Awareness 
Weekend can contact Allison Eastham at aeastham@moontwp.us or call MCA-TV 
at 412.269.1191. Interviews will be scheduled on a first-come, first served basis. 
Check back to MCA-TV’s website at www.mca-tv.org for more information as the 
date approaches!

Are you an organization or non-profit 
looking to get word out on your upcoming 
event? MCA-TV offers a bulletin board 
service for Moon Township residents to 
publicize their community program or 
event in-between regularly scheduled 
programming. The community bulletin board 
is an automated, computer generated, video 
graphics message service, provided free of 
charge to all Moon Township residents and 
non-profit groups and organizations.
Visit www.mca-tv.org and click on “Bulletin 

Board” for form guidelines and rules and to fill 
out the online submission form. Paper forms 
are available in the MCA-TV offices. 

MCA-TV Film Fest 
Dates Announced
In July, MCA-TV’s Director of Community 

Programming, Allison Eastham revived the 
annual Film Festival, that had previously 
ended in 2012. The 2016 Film Fest was 
a tremendous hit, with more than xx 
submissions and over $3,500 given as prizes to 
the 8 winning films. Continuing on from the 
successful revival, MCA-TV already has plans 
for the 2017 Film Festival, scheduled May 
13-14. Submissions will be due by May 2. 
Submission forms and more information can 
be found at www.mca-tv.org! 

MCA-TV offers Free 
Bulletin Board Service

MCA-TV 
Moon Community Access Television
Comcast channel 14
Verizon FiOs channel 35

MAG-TV
Moon Area Government Television
Comcast channel 18
Verizon FiOs channel 37

MCA-TV
1700 Beaver Grade Road | 412.269.1191 | mca-tv.org
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MARCH 24th & 25th
PUBLIC AWARENESS WEEKEND
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STAYCONNECTEDTOMOONTOWNSHIP
moontwp.com Submit a Question or Concern Online

Submit a question, comment or concern to township officials through the 
Citizen Request System.  This feature allows residents to submit a concern and 
track its resolution through ongoing updates ensuring a timely response from 
Moon Township staff.  A link can be found at moontwp.com under Quick Links.

Tune in to Local Government
Watch Moon Township Board of Supervisors and Moon Area School Board 

public meetings on MAG-TV, Comcast channel 18 and Verizon channel 37. 
Schedule information is available at moongovtv.us.  View the meetings and 
MCA-TV’s community produced programming online at mca-tv.org.

Visit Moon Parks and Recreation
Get involved in the many events and programs offered by Moon Parks and 

Recreation.  Use a computer or smartphone to find the most current schedule 
information at moonparks.org. 

Stay Informed with Swift 911
Sign up for Swift 911 at moonpolice.us.  This system will call registered phone 

or cell phone numbers in the event of an emergency or to share important 
community information. 

Like Us on Facebook
“Moon Township”
“Moon Community Access Television”
“Moon Parks & Recreation” 
“Moon Township VFC”
“Moon Township Public Library”

Sign Up for Moon’s  
E-newsletter 

Receive monthly updates on 
news and events going on in the 
Township with Moon’s free monthly 
email newsletter, Moon Township 
Monthly.  Sign up today at 

moontwp.com 
(under Quick Links)

Visit moontwp.com for the latest 
township news and events. Your 
community is one click away.

Township of Moon

1000 Beaver Grade Road

Moon Township, PA 15108

Phone: 412.262.1700

Fax: 412.262.5344

www.moontwp.com
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